Bison Exhibit: Unit 1 - Introduction
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 1 - Introduction- Sponsor thanks & local welcome
cr2/15/2017
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The High Plains Museum
welcomes
the Bison exhibit

This exhibit is brought

to you by the

National Buffalo Foundation,
the Kauffman Museum and
your local bison producers:

alo Guys




Bison Exhibit: Unit 2 - The Great Plains

cr2/23/2017
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Dried Grasses

with su jﬂ‘[y running water.
A buffalo herd came to the

creek above our camp and

the great herd passed-on.

Bison Hunter Jeff Durfey, 1911




Bison Exhibit: Unit 3 - Bison, not Buffalo
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 4 - Primary Provider
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Objects of
everyday life

* Tanned hides with hair

* Tanned hides without hair
. Untanneq dried hides

* Hair

* Sinew or tendon

* Ribs

* Long bones
* Small bones

¢ Horns

* Stomach and large intestines
* Brains

* Gall bladder and gallstones

* Teeth

* Hooves

* Tails

* Dung

Bison Exhibit: Unit 5 - Primary Provider
cr2/23/2017
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 6 - Tipi/Bench
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No.

Plant foods and
other animal meat
and fat were added
for variety and to
supplement the diet.
Plains peoples also
traded meat and
hides for corn from
native agriculturists.

id Plains peoples eat only bison @ \,

/

Plains cultures ate
almost every part

of the bison:
» meat from all parts of the
n raw, boiled,

© heart, liver, and kidneys
s and miner:

© tongue and hump were
special delicacies.

Games and
hands/on
activities on
bench/crate




Top View Bison Exhibit: Unit 7 - The Hunt

C cr2/23/2017
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Bow & Quiver

The Hunt




Top View Bison Exhibit: Unit 8 - The Decline
cr2/23/2017
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Unit 8 graphic panel
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Vitrine with Book

of the American Bison

The Decline

The Decline

Vitrine with Book




Competition
Climate Change

Competition and
Climate Change
Competition for grass and

water intensified when new
livestock arrived in the 1800s.
[

Changes in the Plains
climate created hardships
son.

graphic panel

Bison Exhibit: Unit 9 - Competition and Climate Change
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Top View Bison Exhibit: Unit 10 - The Hide Trade

cr2/24/2017
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The Hide Trade

irleide Trade

ief period in

S$Where the Indian Filled

€€ 1 was born in the buffalo trade,
one buffalo,

[ expected to die in it.
The buffalo are gone.

the hide and tongue hunters

killed fifty. 9

1 do 1ot know what to do.”

Red Cloud Hide trader James Kipp




Bison Exhibit: Unit 11- from Resouce to Commodity
cr2/23/2017
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Unit 11 graphic panel Scale:1" =1’

Banner to be used in proximity to Unit 11,
on wall or hung from ceiling

From Resource . bison as
tcCommod |ty commodity

America’s industries found uses
From for many parts of the bison.

Resource..
Commodity

Around 1870 European
manufacturers discovered

Almost overnight the robe
3 T trade gave way to a
S A5 e\ . .
Wn m\mﬁ;’, 2 g} \ commercial hide market.

Bison grew increasingly
populat

* Hides
 Bison tongues

e Coarse bison hair and beards

* Bones, hooves, and horns

* Bison horns

[ went into business [as
a bison hunter], I sat down
and figured that
was indeed one of fortune’s
children. .. Just think!
There were 20 million bison. ..
Lcould kill 100 a day. = thas

: Bring them in by the ton or
would be $6000 a month — ' hundred. I will give fifty

or t/]f'(’(‘ times I.Ul?(I[ ll/’lljpx'litl ) ‘ 1[)()1[716[,( ({f‘fb(’ /7L’ff Tll'i)l(‘f(‘ll"

one ton of bones

€€ Notice to Farmers: I will pay
cash for alo bones.

United-States. . .9

month-only, or a $40 sewing

s R oy 1958 | i ‘ machine for forty tons. [




Bison Exhibit: Unit 12 - Industrialization
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 13 - The Iron Horse

cr2/24/2017
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Jations or game
the West became a
killing field.

CThough hundreds of

thousands of skins were sent

From want of skill in Then buffalo melted away
shooting and want of like snow before a summer’s
knowledge of preserving sun. Congress talked of
the hides of those slain, inteyfering, but only talked.
one bide sent to market Winter and summer,
represented. three, four, in season.and out of season)
even five dead buffalo. the slaughter went on. 3,

to market, they scarcely
indidated the slaughter.




Beaded Bag
Ration Card Replica

The civilization of the

Indian is impossible
while the buffalo remains
upon the plains.

Replacing
bison

* Bacon
* Coffee

* Sugar, Soda, Salt, Beans

* Tobacco

¢ Cowhide

[ —

Bison Exhibit: Unit 14 - The Reservation
cr2/24/2017

Beaded Bag
Ration Card Replica

Beaded Bag
Ration Card Replica
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Top View

Russell Letter
Stereoview Cards

Russell Letter
Stereoview Cards

€€ Even now, there is a
pt'rn’pfié/ f erence in the
size of the 5, and be
many years, the Buff:

will have disappec ely

this should not be permitted.”

Bison Exhibit: Unit 15 - Back from the Brink

cr2/24/2017
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Unit 17

Unit 16

Unit 15

Russell Letter Russell Letter
Stereoview Cards Stereoview Cards

S Lyen now, there is a
perceptible difference in the
size of the 5, and before

many ye




Bison Exhibit: Unit 16 - The Preservation Movement
Unit 17 cr2/24/2017
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Postcards
Stereoview Cards
Medals

Unit 16

Unit 15

Postcards

Stereoview Cards
Postcards Postcards Postcards Medals
Stereoview Cards Stereoview Cards Stereoview Cards
Medals Medals Medals




Bison Exhibit: Unit 17 - Conservation
cr2/24/2017
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30,000,000

Depicting the bison's

cline is a graphic pu
Traditional two-dimensio
line graphs like the one to the
left make it difficult to see the
large decline and slow recovery
On a line graph, if the bison
population in 1884 was
represented by a line one
inch high, the graph would
be over 7000 feet tall!

Representing the population in
three dimensions allows us to
nt this full rar

and—the number of grains
uld be roughly equal to
the number of &

ional chart

population is stable and slowly
the

number that once roamed
North America.




Bison Exhibit: Unit 18 - lcon
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APersistent
Presence
B the 19005, bison had
becorme symbals binding
% S
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persistent presence as a

symbol in American
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Th%
Bison as
American Icon

In an increasingly industrial

society, the bison satisfied

longings for something With the signature of President

powerful and wild that Barack Obama in 2016, the
bison officially became the

had once defined the West.
National Mammal of the
United States.

Flipbooks with bison images-

1. Sports Teams and School Mascots

2. Commercial logos, Advertising and ephemera

3. Military and Govenmental (incl. Law Enforcement)
4. Commerce (eq stamps, coins, etc.)-

5. Alcohol

“The National Mammal declaration

Case full of artifacts:

of bison in America, it celebrates the
resurgence of bison as an important

part of the American environment,
e -Plate, Beer Cans, Crate Label

agricultural economy.”

- Kaiser hood ornament, etc...

13d x 21w 11.25h

St

“11"[}/]9‘;1»1 objective was to
produce a coin which was

1 found no motif within
the boundaries of the
United States so distinctive
as the American buffalo.?

...and that could not be
confused with the currency
of any other country...

truly American,...




Bison Exhibit: Unit 19 - Commercial Herds Timeline
cr2/24/2017
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 20 - Tribal/First Nations

cr2/24/2017
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€€ Native people and the buffalo
have a shared hist

First, flourishing in great
numbers, then, declining to

near extinction, and

€€ 1n my body,
in my blood They will return again,

novelti v, we are both Copy of Bufalo Treaty runs the spirit All over the Earth,

eventually being regarded as

n numbers and we of the buffalo.”” They are returning again.

share a role as America’s

Ancient teachings of the Earth,
Ancient songs of the Ei
They are returning again.3

spiritual touchstones.d
James Parker Shicld, Litle Shell Chippew

Cyhzy Horse, Oglala Sioux
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S TopView s = == Bison Exhibit: Unit 21 - Conservation/Public Herds
beasts? If all the beasts were =) SRR

gone, men would die from

%, Smpnei. S sormessonson] cr2/24/2017
Pud Pt .St

Flop or Plop...Manure.

CCWe abuse land because we
n’gzzm’ itasa mmmat[i{y
belonging 1o us. When we see
land as a community to whic

we é(’/o}zg, we may [ugin to

use it with love and respecs. 3

Aldo Leopold

great loneliness of spirit,
Jor whatever happens to
the beasts also happens to
the man.dd

Chief Seattle

A Shared Resource

American Bison Societ:
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North American Bison Registry

AShared
Resource

This is a story about the
interactions of human beings
with natural resources, about
an ancient awareness of the
need for sustainability now
taking hold at the global level.
Bison were ashared resource. For a long time,
overnments in Canada and the Urited Staes
alowed everyone to actvely harest tha fite
resource until it was almost gone. The bison's
ragicdemise and near extinction brought a
soberingrealzation that Nature has s fmits.

American ison

Afew shortgrass prairie grasses

I

North Ameian Bison Regity

Only when the last tree
has withered,

AR -

the last fish has been caught,
and the last river has

been poisoned,
will you realize

you cannot ear I'}I()IZF)L’

Cree Proverb
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The Bison Family Tree

An evolving story

Cape buffalo

Water buffalo

2

Wild yak

On-going scientific research
provides more information and
raises new questions about the
bison's genetic heritage.
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Existing banner

Conservation,

Collaboration,
& Controversy

For over a hundred years,

people passionate about the

bison have been working to

preserve and nurture this

majestic animal.

Commercialproducers, public agencies, trbal

communites, conservaionists,scentiss and

you, the publi all play a partin maintaining

bison as a species aiical o our North American

grassland ecosystem and to the cultures of the

egion'sorginal peoples.

From this commitment to bison presenvation

come different approaches to restoration and

difcult questions:

« Are more bison better?

+Why are some bison called *wid” when al
bison have human-made limits o ther range?

*What role does the genetic dversit of a herd
playin presenving the species?

What s the acceptable role of technology in
presenving the species?

 Shouid land resources be alocated to bison
‘orowh and how should herds be managed?

Despite a sigificant range of esponses, al

share a deep commitment to preserving the

bison. Progress in our fetime wil requie:

« Broad public awareness of he value of
the bison

« Signficant investment by both public
and priate sectors.

« Creative, flexble approaches that generate.
enduring partnerships.

A Shared Future




The Bison Famil

An evolving story

y Tree

?

Who are the wisent’s ancestors.
Technological advances for analyzing
ancient DNA and recent studies of
European cave art raise new questions

Plains bison
Bison bison bison

Bison Images courtesy Wes Olson

www.wesolson.ca

Kingdom: |Animalia

Phylum:|Chordata
Class: |[Mammalia
Order: |Artiodactyla

Family: |Bovidae
Tribe: [Bovini

Species: | B. bison

about the bison family tree. 7 . S I = =
4 What will be the next discovery. Caverne du Pont 'Are Frnce,Rameesss Wood bison
TSteppe bison Bison bison athabascae
Cave of Altam ) ude Valette . . TAnCient bison
European bison (Wisent) “=+8 American bison
@ g{ BiSOﬂ bOﬁélS%S BiSOﬂ biSOﬂ
) g T Clﬂde X zggg?gooo
tAuroch
Genus: | Bison
e
= Cattle 3.07M L——FGiant Ice Age bison
Bos taurus yearsag y |
Ui
) | e Domestic yak
Kingdom:|Animalia .
Phylum:{Chordaca T S Bos grunniens
Ordon Zebu (humped cattle) ;
Family:|Bovidae i i : . Collect®™
aTr:;lb)e,: Bovini BOS Zﬂ&l’lC%S Wlld yak
Gen_us: Bos . BOS mutus
Species:|B. taurus .
448 Bos/Bison split -
"N ELaaCrf;”eev”vftﬁfrfgvevcfvf dfn”;r’“f 0 Oﬂ—gOI Ng scientific research
5 Ye: goe buffalo Hhouch the yak L beon moved L7 orovides more information and
necerus carier to the Bison side of the famil . , ,
)/ ﬁ tree, it S’I[I|| carlrles the genusIByos. Ceee e [dlSes new queStlonS abOUt the
nison’s genetic heritage.

9.96 M

years ago

Water buffalo 2L Bovini Tribe Some scientists focus on bison introgression

s 1 [ ] i o T which assumes that genetic information was
transferred from cattle to bison as a result of
crossbreeding in the late 1800s when North
17.7M T American bison were in decline. Others suggest
that information about the extinct Bison priscus

and Bison antiquus could show how cattle
alleles, or alternative gene forms that arise by
ancient introgression, represent remnants of
bison evolving as a species.

Key T Eotragus sp.
fCOmmO" name : : L Continuing efforts to gather DNA data and
Extinct —'{‘Au och Earliest identified exciting developments in genetic research will
T common ancestqr of help us understand how best to preserve the
Scientific name the Bovidae Famlly bison for the future.




Bison Exhibit: Unit 22 - NBF

cr2/24/2017
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James “Scotty” Philip

iPad with powerpoint of National
Buffalo Foundation Hall of Fame. Other
promotional material related to NBF
on crate top or table

Takin?fﬁ?{-ferd NB F

The National Buffalo Foundation
was established in 1995 by
people passionate about
preserving the heritage and
fostering the future of the
‘American bison.

s non-proit organization i dediated to
providing funds for:

Education
=205 Nt Symposmon e, Sskcesan, Corae
<585 “Gooa "

Mission:

+aratons! son Confererce ey ey

Research
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Turning the Vision
Into Conviction. . .
Your git o the National Buffalo Foundation

creates opportunites fo preserving the legacy of
the American bison.

nationalbuffalofoundation.org




Objects of
everyday,life

* Tanned hides with hair

¢ Tanned hides without hair

* Untanned dried hides

* Hair

* Sinew or tendon
* Bones
o Skull

* Horns

* Brains
 Gall bladder and gallstones
* Teeth

* Hooves

* Dung

Top View

Second table optional

Table:

-used for merchandise

- if not in store, or not enough to sell use
for other promo/educational materials

- put away if not enough space

- possibility of adding a second table to
display more

Bison Exhibit: Unit 23 - Products/Sales Kiosk

cr2/24/2017
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This unit could be displayed in museum store or in exhibit
- number of for-sale items reduced when placed in exhibt

$COnly when the last tree
has withered,
the last fish has been caught,

and the last river has

been poisoned,
will you realize

you cannot eat money.)?

Cree Proverb






