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Ancient Massive

Wild

The bison is a North American
species whose story stretches
from Plains Indian hunters to
entrepreneurial industrialists
to dedicated conservationists
to today’s producers and
enthusiasts.

Gold Trophy Show & Sale Rookie of the Year Award,
Carcass Class, 2010.
Courtesy Black Kettle Buffalo Ranch, Moundridge, Kansas

Bison rib bone, c. 2009.
Courtesy Smoky Hill Bison Ranch

Carcass stamp, Kansas Inspected and Passed, 2016.
Triangle symbol is only for bison meat and authorizes
interstate shipment.
Courtesy Kansas Meat and Poultry Inspection Division

Bison strip steak, 2016.
Reproduction
Rocky Mountain Natural Meats

By focusing on bison as a
shared resource, Bison
illuminates the past and
present of this great North
American mammal as a
vibrant part of our future.

Bison National Mammal pin, 2016.
Courtesy Black Kettle Buffalo Ranch, Moundridge, Kansas

Buffalo Ammonia paper bottle label, c. 1930s.
Kansas state quarter with bison motif, 2005.
Montana state quarter with bison skull motif, 2007.
Buffalo Soldiers patches - representative reproductions
of 1877-present.
Courtesy National Buffalo Museum, Cecil Miskin
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Imagine bison as far as the eye can see...

For thousands of years
tens of millions
of bison roamed the plains
of North America.
In 1890 there were
fewer than 300.

?

This exhibit was originally developed in
2009 as part of a National Endowment
for the Humanities (NEH) program called
“NEH on the Road.” It was based on the
C. M. Russell Museum’s permanent
installation, The Bison: American Icon,
Heart of Plains Indian Culture, curated
by Anne Morand, which opened in
2008 in Great Falls, Montana. The NEH
on the Road exhibition was adapted and
toured by Mid-America Arts Alliance
with the title Bison: American Icon,
and was designed and produced by
Flint Hills Design in collaboration with
Kauffman Museum. It traveled to
19 venues from 2010 to 2015.

What
happened

For centuries, the bison was the source of food,
shelter, clothing, and tools for Native American
peoples. But in the 1800s, Euroamericans and
Europeans saw the bison as an unlimited
natural resource and harvested them for
commercial use. Although hard to imagine, by
the late 1800s bison numbers had dropped
from tens of millions to a few hundred.

A New Tour for New Audiences
As the exhibit ended its original tour it
was acquired by National Buffalo
Foundation to be used to further its
mission. The expanded and updated
exhibit is traveling in collaboration with
Kauffman Museum.

How did this happen?
How and why did people decide to
save the bison?

Thank you to the following for their
support of this project:
• National Buffalo Foundation
• The C. M. Russell Museum
• Kauffman Museum
• National Buffalo Museum
• Leslie Przybylek

The Gathering of the Herds, William Jacob Hayes, 1866, oil on canvas.
Courtesy of The Anschutz Collection. Photo: William J. O’Connor

Today, the bison has returned. An entire
movement is devoted to restoring this majestic
creature to its place as both an icon and a
healthy food source.

The tour of this exhibit made possible by
the generous support of the National
Buffalo Foundation, the National Bison
Association and the contributions of its
members.

When New York artist William Jacob Hays traveled to the West in 1860,
he witnessed enormous herds of bison still roaming the Great Plains.
From field sketches made during his trip, Hayes created large panoramic
paintings such as The Gathering of the Herds. He was able to show great
numbers of bison by painting the foreground animals in great detail while
roughly depicting those in the back as a brown carpet covering the plains.

Where is the story of the bison headed in
the future?
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The bison is a North American
species whose story stretches
from Plains Indian hunters to
entrepreneurial industrialists
to dedicated conservationists
to today’s producers and
enthusiasts.

Gold Trophy Show & Sale Rookie of the Year Award,
Carcass Class, 2010.
Courtesy Black Kettle Buffalo Ranch, Moundridge, Kansas

Bison rib bone, c. 2009.
Courtesy Smoky Hill Bison Ranch

Carcass stamp, Kansas Inspected and Passed, 2016.
Triangle symbol is only for bison meat and authorizes
interstate shipment.
Courtesy Kansas Meat and Poultry Inspection Division

Bison strip steak, 2016.
Reproduction
Rocky Mountain Natural Meats

By focusing on bison as a
shared resource, Bison
illuminates the past and
present of this great North
American mammal as a
vibrant part of our future.
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Bison National Mammal pin, 2016.
Courtesy Black Kettle Buffalo Ranch, Moundridge, Kansas

Buffalo Ammonia paper bottle label, c. 1930s.
Kansas state quarter with bison motif, 2005.
Montana state quarter with bison skull motif, 2007.
Buffalo Soldiers patches - representative reproductions
of 1877-present.
Courtesy National Buffalo Museum, Cecil Miskin
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A traveling exhibit
exploring the past,
present and future
of this great
North American mammal
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The Upper Missouri in 1840,
Charles M. Russell, 1902, watercolor.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

• grows 3-12 inches
• codominant with blue grama over most of
the shortgrass prairie
• one of the most important forage grasses of
the short and mixed-grass prairies
• all classes of livestock graze it during all seasons
• is nutritious and palatable when green, its
nutritional quality does not decline greatly
as it cures

The North American prairie
supports a diverse mixture of
grasses, forbs, and shrubs.
Bison select a diet that mixes
all kinds of plants, with
grasses fulfilling much of
their energy needs, while
forbs and shrubs serve as
important sources of protein
along with essential minerals
and vitamins.

Goldenrod

Buffalograss

Buchloe dactyloides

Short grass grows quickly and recovers
rapidly in most conditions, enduring heavy
grazing better than tall grass. It also offers a
high ratio of protein to carbohydrates,
crucial for the bison’s digestive system.

Aromatic Aster

Its dense root structure grows just below the
surface of the soil. The root system takes full
advantage of sudden or slight rainfall by
using water before it is lost to runoff.

White Prairie Clover

• grows 10 to 20 inches
• a densely tufted, native, perennial grass, with a
dense and shallow root system
• seeds dispersed by wind, insects, ingestion by
large herbivores such as bison, seed may also
be dispersed by sticking to animal hides, fur,
and feathers

What else do bison eat

Bouteloua gracilis
Short grass is well
adapted to droughts and
dry climates.

In addition to finding forage, the
bison’s strong sense of smell could lead
the animals to find water miles away.

Gray Goldenrod

Blue Grama

Drawings Courtesy Lorna Harder

A

What do Bison eat

The
Blue grama and buffalo
grass sustained tens of
millions of wild bison on
the Northern Plains for
thousands of years.

Great Plains
The Great Plains are a broad
swath of prairie and steppe lands
between the Rocky Mountains
and the Mississippi River.
It is North America’s largest biome, a region
characterized by similar plants, animals, and
soil types. During the 1800s, specific changes
in this habitat – ecological and biological –
contributed to the downfall of the bison.

Blue Grama

Bouteloua gracilis
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Buffalograss

In addition to finding forage, the
bison’s strong sense of smell could lead
the animals to find water miles away.

The Upper Missouri in 1840,
Charles M. Russell, 1902, watercolor.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

• grows 3-12 inches
• codominant with blue grama over most of
the shortgrass prairie
• one of the most important forage grasses of
the short and mixed-grass prairies
• all classes of livestock graze it during all seasons
• is nutritious and palatable when green, its
nutritional quality does not decline greatly
as it cures
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The stream was six feet wide
and about six inches deep,
with swiftly running water.
A buffalo herd came to the
creek above our camp and
drank it dry. For four hours,
the creek bed was dry until
the great herd passed on.

What else do bison eat

Unit

• grows 10 to 20 inches
• a densely tufted, native, perennial grass, with a
dense and shallow root system
• seeds dispersed by wind, insects, ingestion by
large herbivores such as bison, seed may also
be dispersed by sticking to animal hides, fur,
and feathers

Buchloe dactyloides
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Aromatic Aster

Short grass grows quickly and recovers
rapidly in most conditions, enduring heavy
grazing better than tall grass. It also offers a
high ratio of protein to carbohydrates,
crucial for the bison’s digestive system.

White Prairie Clover

Its dense root structure grows just below the
surface of the soil. The root system takes full
advantage of sudden or slight rainfall by
using water before it is lost to runoff.

Gray Goldenrod

Short grass is well
adapted to droughts and
dry climates.

Bison Hunter Jeff Durfey, 1911
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Environmental challenges and disease
periodically decimated plant and animal species.
But durable short grasses and resilient bison
always recovered –until the late 1800s,
when additional challenges were introduced.

Bison bison

• five to six feet tall
• short curved horns
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Bison antiquus

• around seven feet tall
• horns spanned approximately three feet
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The North American bison is
a different species than the
buffalo, an animal native to
Africa and Asia.
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Bison or Buffalo

• the word came from the French les boeufs (beef cattle or oxen)

• early English colonists thought the bison’s shaggy brown fur
looked like the undyed leather “buff” coats worn by soldiers

• people may have equated the strange, unfamiliar American
animal with the more widely known Asian buffalo.
There are many theories about how the incorrect name
“buffalo” became so common:

We may never know the name’s exact origin, but people
have been calling the American bison a “buffalo” for
more than 200 years.

Side D
Bison latifrons

A
Illustration of Bison Latifrons,
Ludo Bogaert, 1985.

Collection Royal Alberta Museum

• more than eight feet tall
• horns spanned over seven feet
The prehistoric Bison latifrons was an Ice
Age giant that walked the earth with
mammoths and mastodons. The first bison
species originated in Asia. During the Ice
Age, some of these animals crossed the
frozen land bridge between Siberia and
Alaska. Once here, they encountered many
new predators. Scientists believe that Bison
latifrons grew so large to defend itself
against early meat eaters.

Why was Bison latifrons so much larger than today’s bison
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• five to six feet tall
• short curved horns
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• around seven feet tall
• horns spanned approximately three feet

Bison antiquus

• more than eight feet tall
• horns spanned over seven feet

Bison latifrons
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The prehistoric Bison latifrons was an Ice
Age giant that walked the earth with
mammoths and mastodons. The first bison
species originated in Asia. During the Ice
Age, some of these animals crossed the
frozen land bridge between Siberia and
Alaska. Once here, they encountered many
new predators. Scientists believe that Bison
latifrons grew so large to defend itself
against early meat eaters.

Collection Royal Alberta Museum
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Why was Bison latifrons so much larger than today’s bison
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Illustration of Bison Latifrons,
Ludo Bogaert, 1985.
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We may never know the name’s exact origin, but people
have been calling the American bison a “buffalo” for
more than 200 years.
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There are many theories about how the incorrect name
“buffalo” became so common:
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• the word came from the French les boeufs (beef cattle or oxen)

biso

• early English colonists thought the bison’s shaggy brown fur
looked like the undyed leather “buff” coats worn by soldiers

ay’s

• people may have equated the strange, unfamiliar American
animal with the more widely known Asian buffalo.
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The North American bison is
a different species than the
buffalo, an animal native to
Africa and Asia.
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Unit 4

Bison skull, c. 2009.
Young bull from the
Smoky Hill Bison Company,
Lindsborg, KS.

Bison Fur
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American Bison, 1550s.
The first Spanish drawing of a
bison, published in Francisco
Lopez de Gomara, Historia
General de las Indias, c. 1553.

Collection Library of Congress.
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 4 - Primary Provider
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Processing the Bison
Moccasins,
tribe unknown, c. 1890, native tanned leather,
trade cloth and glass beads, repurposed commercial
leather sole.

Elk horn hide scraper, c. 2009, bone, horn, and sinew.
Modern replica made with historic techniques.

Plains Indian women used scrapers to clean hides.
The tool’s sharpened and serrated edge scraped
away fat and flesh, leaving the hide ready for
final processing. Later tools featured an attached
metal edge.
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Woman scraping a staked hide, c. 1910.
Courtesy C. M. Russell Museum

Elk
Mod horn

1910

W
or
k

e

hide
, c.
um

stak
ed
Muse

ll

a
Wom

Cour
tesy an
scrap
C.
M.
ing
Russe

nt Proc
Hu Womessing

en
’s

Plains cultures were mobile societies who
followed migrating bison herds and responded to
seasonal changes. A tipi could be easily taken
down and then quickly reassembled in a new
place. Smoke flaps at the top of the tipi could be
opened and closed by repositioning certain poles.
The flaps allowed a fire inside for warmth and
cooking. In warm weather the sides of the tipi
could be rolled up to allow ventilation. Traditional
bison hide tipis could be as large as thirty feet in
diameter and nearly that tall.
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Tipi Model,
Larry Belitz, 2010, hide, sinew, wood.
Contemporary scale model based on historic methods.

Bison hides were staked out on the ground
or laced on a frame. Any remaining fat and
flesh was scraped away using a large bone
tool. If the hide was to be tanned, the
brains of the animal were worked into it,
making it soft and supple. If it was to be
waterproof, for uses like tipi covers, it was
smoked. Hide for parfleches was cut to
shape and dried on stakes.
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The soles of Plains Indian moccasins were often
made of buffalo hide, which lasted longer than
the softer hide of elk or deer.
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Women’s work began once a hunt was
finished. Bison carcasses had to be
processed before other animals took them
or they spoiled. Some field butchering was
done. Indian women removed hides and
cut carcasses into sections for easy
transport by horseback, on a travois, or
floated downstream to camp. Certain cuts
were eaten raw immediately, while others
were cooked as part of feasts to give
thanks. Meat to be preserved was cut in
strips and hung on racks to dry.
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A

Primary
Provider

Story and
Symbol

For thousands of years,
the bison provided Plains
Indian peoples with almost
every fundamental need,
including food, shelter,
clothing, and tools.

For thousands of years,
American Indians recorded
important tribal and family
events by painting images
on animal hides, cliff
faces, or cave walls.
Nomadic Plains cultures turned the
decorated bison hide or “buffalo robe”
into a powerful symbol of their
relationship with this sacred animal.
Here, Blackfeet artist Darrell Norman
used traditional methods, styles, and
symbols to create a modern expression
of a centuries-old tradition.

Despite differences in language,
customs, and geographic origins,
various Plains cultures shared a
remarkable and complex relationship
with bison. This vital animal provided
direct subsistence but was also at
the heart of many cultural traditions
and spiritual practices. It was the
meaningful core around which
most everything revolved.

Why were bison important to Plains Indian peoples

For Plains Indian peoples in 1800, it was
impossible to be out of sight, touch, or
smell with something made from bison
at any time of the day or night.

Painted bison hide, Darrell Norman (Blackfeet), 2009, bison hide and paint.
Contemporary example based on historic methods.

After the Hunt

Processing the Bison

Women’s Work
Women’s work began once a hunt was
finished. Bison carcasses had to be
processed before other animals took them
or they spoiled. Some field butchering was
done. Indian women removed hides and
cut carcasses into sections for easy
transport by horseback, on a travois, or
floated downstream to camp. Certain cuts
were eaten raw immediately, while others
were cooked as part of feasts to give
thanks. Meat to be preserved was cut in
strips and hung on racks to dry.

Elk horn hide scraper, c. 2009, bone, horn, and sinew.
Modern replica made with historic techniques.

Plains Indian women used scrapers to clean hides.
The tool’s sharpened and serrated edge scraped
away fat and flesh, leaving the hide ready for
final processing. Later tools featured an attached
metal edge.

Woman scraping a staked hide, c. 1910.
Courtesy C. M. Russell Museum
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The soles of Plains Indian moccasins were often
made of buffalo hide, which lasted longer than
the softer hide of elk or deer.

Tipi Model,
Larry Belitz, 2010, hide, sinew, wood.
Contemporary scale model based on historic methods.

Bison hides were staked out on the ground
or laced on a frame. Any remaining fat and
flesh was scraped away using a large bone
tool. If the hide was to be tanned, the
brains of the animal were worked into it,
making it soft and supple. If it was to be
waterproof, for uses like tipi covers, it was
smoked. Hide for parfleches was cut to
shape and dried on stakes.

Unit

Moccasins,
tribe unknown, c. 1890, native tanned leather,
trade cloth and glass beads, repurposed commercial
leather sole.

Side A

Plains cultures were mobile societies who
followed migrating bison herds and responded to
seasonal changes. A tipi could be easily taken
down and then quickly reassembled in a new
place. Smoke flaps at the top of the tipi could be
opened and closed by repositioning certain poles.
The flaps allowed a fire inside for warmth and
cooking. In warm weather the sides of the tipi
could be rolled up to allow ventilation. Traditional
bison hide tipis could be as large as thirty feet in
diameter and nearly that tall.
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 5 - Primary Provider
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objects in case from left to right

Bison-Rib sled, 2009.
Modern replica made using
historic techniques.

Scale :1” = 1’

Parfleche, painted buffalo
rawhide, 2009. Modern replica
made using historic techniques.
Native families used parfleches as
essential tools, the way we use
backpacks and suitcases. They
were usually made in pairs –one
for each side of a horse – and two
could be cut from one large bison
hide. The hide was left untanned,
or raw, so it became stiff, durable,
and waterproof. It was often used
to make containers to carry
clothing, food and other supplies.
The designs were usually painted
by women. Before painting, they
soaked the rawhide in water.
When paint was applied to the
damp hide, colors were absorbed
and became permanent.

B

D

Bison berry pounding bowl
and pounder, rawhide, sinew,
wood, and stone, c. 1860.
Black Kettle Buffalo Ranch and Bear
Paw Traders, Kansas.

This berry pounding bowl was
one of many everyday objects that
Plains cultures made from bison.
Historically, someone probably
would have made it out of a
bison cow’s hide. Bison cows were
generally preferred over bulls.
Their meat was more tender and
their hides were thinner and
lighter, making them easier to
work with and use.

A

Objects of
everyday life
Plains cultures found a use for
almost every part of the bison.
• Tanned hides with hair

floor rugs for lodge, bedding, gloves, winter clothing,
ceremonial regalia and decoy props

• Tanned hides without hair

tipi covers and linings (12-15 needed for a single tipi), bags,
rope, leggings and other clothing

• Untanned dried hides

cups, containers (parfleche), arrow and bow cases, ropes,
shields, maul covers

• Hair

yarn, ropes, insulation in moccasins, string and pillow stuffing

• Sinew or tendon

dried and separated into bow strings, snowshoe webbing,
sewing thread, and bindings

• Ribs

arrow straighteners and winter sled runners

• Long bones

hide scrapers, awls, needles, knives, and handles, and the
porous interior could be dried and used as a painting tool

• Small bones

ceremonial rattles, strung together for baby toys, buttons,
splints, and chokers (jewelry)

• Horns

drinking cups, spoons and ladles, tools for scraping hair off
hides, arrow points, toys, bow parts, containers for tobacco
and medicine, and later for gun powder

• Stomach and large intestines
containers for carrying and storing water, cooking vessels

• Brains

tanning hides

• Gall bladder and gallstones
yellow pigment for paint

• Teeth
ornaments

• Hooves

boiled to make a strong glue, or dried and strung together
as rattles

• Tails

brushes, water switches for use in sweat-lodges, fly swatters

• Dung

dried for fuel and baby powder
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Games and hands/on activities on bench/crate
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Plant foods and
other animal meat
and fat were added
for variety and to
supplement the diet.
Plains peoples also
traded meat and
hides for corn from
native agriculturists.

Did Plains peoples eat only bison

A

Plains cultures ate
almost every part
of the bison:
meat from all parts of the
carcass was eaten raw, boiled,
roasted, or dried
heart, liver, and kidneys
provided vitamins and minerals
fats and bone marrow were
eaten fresh or saved and used to
flavor other dishes
intestines, hooves, nose gristle,
eyeballs, testicles, milk, and
fetus were also eaten
tongue and hump were
special delicacies

Plains cultures ate
almost every part
of the bison:
meat from all parts of the
carcass was eaten raw, boiled,
roasted, or dried
heart, liver, and kidneys
provided vitamins and minerals
fats and bone marrow were
eaten fresh or saved and used to
flavor other dishes
intestines, hooves, nose gristle,
eyeballs, testicles, milk, and
fetus were also eaten
tongue and hump were
special delicacies

Games and
hands/on
activities on
bench/crate
Interior, Crow Tipi, Richard Throssel, 1905, reprint from glass plate negative. Collection Richard Throssel Papers, University of Wyoming American Heritage Center
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Hunting from Horseback
Arrows, quiver and bow,
c. 2009, hide, stone, and wood.
Modern replicas made with historic methods.

For mounted bison hunters, deciding which
weapon to use – bow and arrows or lance – was
a personal choice. A good bow hunter was ready
with one arrow nocked in the bow, one in his
hand, and one between his teeth. He could fire
all three within seconds – far more quickly than
firing and reloading a firearm (until repeating
rifles were introduced).

The horse’s arrival in North America
dramatically changed life on the Plains.
It greatly impacted bison populations by
revolutionizing the way Plains Indians hunted.
Hunting by horseback was fast and efficient.
A mounted rider could travel great distances
in a short amount of time to locate herds.
A hunt from horseback might take minutes
instead of days.

The Buffalo Horse,
Fredrick Remington bronze reproduction of 1907 original.

The horse gave Plains Indians a faster and more
efficient way to hunt bison. Much like our
modern cars, the horse transformed the way that
tribes lived, worked, and hunted. It helped some
tribes accumulate great wealth.

Scale :1” = 1’

But quicker was not easier. Hunters needed
excellent marksmanship and riding skills, and
specially trained horses. After locating a herd,
a mounted hunter selected an animal, rode
alongside and shot it with a bow and arrow,
lance, or firearm. Both horse and rider had to
be fearless and agile, staying close to the
bison as it ran, turned, or charged. The skilled
hunter knew how to kill a moving target
quickly and efficiently, puncturing the bison’s
chest cavity behind its left shoulder so the
lungs collapsed. In a single chase, the
successful bow hunter could take four
or five bison.

For mounted bison hunters, deciding which
weapon to use – bow and arrows or lance – was
a personal choice. A good bow hunter was ready
with one arrow nocked in the bow, one in his
hand, and one between his teeth. He could fire
all three within seconds – far more quickly than
firing and reloading a firearm (until repeating
rifles were introduced).
Arrows, quiver and bow,
c. 2009, hide, stone, and wood.
Modern replicas made with historic methods.

But quicker was not easier. Hunters needed
excellent marksmanship and riding skills, and
specially trained horses. After locating a herd,
a mounted hunter selected an animal, rode
alongside and shot it with a bow and arrow,
lance, or firearm. Both horse and rider had to
be fearless and agile, staying close to the
bison as it ran, turned, or charged. The skilled
hunter knew how to kill a moving target
quickly and efficiently, puncturing the bison’s
chest cavity behind its left shoulder so the
lungs collapsed. In a single chase, the
successful bow hunter could take four
or five bison.
The horse’s arrival in North America
dramatically changed life on the Plains.
It greatly impacted bison populations by
revolutionizing the way Plains Indians hunted.
Hunting by horseback was fast and efficient.
A mounted rider could travel great distances
in a short amount of time to locate herds.
A hunt from horseback might take minutes
instead of days.

The horse gave Plains Indians a faster and more
efficient way to hunt bison. Much like our
modern cars, the horse transformed the way that
tribes lived, worked, and hunted. It helped some
tribes accumulate great wealth.
The Buffalo Horse,
Fredrick Remington bronze reproduction of 1907 original.

Hunting from Horseback

B

D

Bow & Quiver
The Bison Jump

The Pound

Native Americans used local geography to hunt
bison. They constructed runs – sometime eight
miles long – leading to a steep bluff or cliff.
Hunters would chase the bison over the edge
while others waited at the bottom to kill the
stunned animals. These bison jumps were
used for thousands of years.

Plains cultures hunted bison on foot by exploiting
the herd’s instinct to run when scared. They built
enclosures called pounds, shaped like a keyhole
with a v-shaped run built of stones and brush.
Bison were lured into this pen and then killed
by hunters with spears and bows and arrows.

A Buffalo Pound, George Back, 1820.
Collection Amon Carter Museum

Buffalo Hunting, George Catlin, from
Souvenir of the North American Indian, 1858.
Collection Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, Oklahoma

A

The Hunt
Bison Hunting
on the
Plains
Plains Indians hunted bison
during much of every year.
They preferred bison cows to bulls, but
what people hunted and when was quite
varied. When hunger pressed, any food
source was acceptable.

Native peoples prepared for
their communal hunts with
elaborate ceremonies.
They prayed and sang to “call” the bison,
to cloud the animals’ minds so they were
not aware of the traps set for them.
Ceremonies helped to ensure the success
of the hunt and give thanks. Many Indian
nations passed down stories about their
preparations.

The modern horse did not
arrive on the North American
plains until the 1700s.
But Plains Indians hunted bison for
centuries before horses were introduced
by the Spanish.

The Bison Jump

The Pound

Native Americans used local geography to hunt
bison. They constructed runs – sometime eight
miles long – leading to a steep bluff or cliff.
Hunters would chase the bison over the edge
while others waited at the bottom to kill the
stunned animals. These bison jumps were
used for thousands of years.

Plains cultures hunted bison on foot by exploiting
the herd’s instinct to run when scared. They built
enclosures called pounds, shaped like a keyhole
with a v-shaped run built of stones and brush.
Bison were lured into this pen and then killed
by hunters with spears and bows and arrows.

Hunting Buffalo, Alfred Jacob Miller, c. 1859.
Courtesy Wikimedia Commons and the Walters Art Museum

A Buffalo Pound, George Back, 1820.
Collection Amon Carter Museum

Didn’t Plains Indians always hunt bison on horseback

Hunting Buffalo, Alfred Jacob Miller, c. 1859.
Courtesy Wikimedia Commons and the Walters Art Museum

Hunting Techniques
Hunters working alone or in small groups used a
variety of techniques:
• entice bison with salt
• disguise themselves with animal hides to crawl
into a herd to kill sleeping animals
• ambush slower bison crossing a river
• use snowshoes to track bison in deep snow

Hunting Techniques

Hunting from Horseback
Arrows, quiver and bow,
c. 2009, hide, stone, and wood.
Modern replicas made with historic methods.

Hunters working alone or in small groups used a
variety of techniques:
• entice bison with salt
• disguise themselves with animal hides to crawl
into a herd to kill sleeping animals
• ambush slower bison crossing a river
• use snowshoes to track bison in deep snow

For mounted bison hunters, deciding which
weapon to use – bow and arrows or lance – was
a personal choice. A good bow hunter was ready
with one arrow nocked in the bow, one in his
hand, and one between his teeth. He could fire
all three within seconds – far more quickly than
firing and reloading a firearm (until repeating
rifles were introduced).

The horse’s arrival in North America
dramatically changed life on the Plains.
It greatly impacted bison populations by
revolutionizing the way Plains Indians hunted.
Hunting by horseback was fast and efficient.
A mounted rider could travel great distances
in a short amount of time to locate herds.
A hunt from horseback might take minutes
instead of days.
But quicker was not easier. Hunters needed
excellent marksmanship and riding skills, and
specially trained horses. After locating a herd,
a mounted hunter selected an animal, rode
alongside and shot it with a bow and arrow,
lance, or firearm. Both horse and rider had to
be fearless and agile, staying close to the
bison as it ran, turned, or charged. The skilled
hunter knew how to kill a moving target
quickly and efficiently, puncturing the bison’s
chest cavity behind its left shoulder so the
lungs collapsed. In a single chase, the
successful bow hunter could take four
or five bison.

Buffalo Hunting, George Catlin, from
Souvenir of the North American Indian, 1858.
Collection Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, Oklahoma
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The Buffalo Horse,
Fredrick Remington bronze reproduction of 1907 original.

The horse gave Plains Indians a faster and more
efficient way to hunt bison. Much like our
modern cars, the horse transformed the way that
tribes lived, worked, and hunted. It helped some
tribes accumulate great wealth.
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A Hold Up
A Hold Up on the Kansas Pacific, 1869,
Martin Garretson, 1913, ink on paper.
Collection National Museum of Wildlife Art

In the 1870s, millions of cattle were driven onto
the plains, both north from Texas and westward
from the Midwest. The dramatic increase in
competition for habitat resources from cattle,
horses, and other livestock played a significant
role in the collapse of bison populations.

Pointing ‘Em North,
Olaf Wieghorst,1925, oil on canvas.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

A

Competition
Climate Change
Competition and
Climate Change
Competition for grass and
water intensified when new
livestock arrived in the 1800s.
Bison were displaced by large numbers of
horses kept by Indians. Sheep, cattle, and
horses arriving with immigrant wagon trains
ate grasses that otherwise supported bison.
Bison were also severely challenged by the
introduction of ranch cattle to their range.

Changes in the Plains
climate created hardships
for bison.
It takes a lot of water to keep thirty million
bison satisfied. Severe drought beginning in
the 1840s dried up small creeks for years. As
water dwindled and competition increased,
bison herds roamed up to one hundred miles
to reach flowing rivers. Animals that were not
healthy or able to reach water perished.
Winter could also be a threat. In spite of their
heavy coats, bison could not endure winter
temperatures consistently below zero. Many
froze to death in icy blizzards, deep snow
drifts, and fatal river crossings. Thousands died
of starvation when they could not break
through heavy crusts of ice to get to the
grass they needed.

Over-hunting was not the only culprit in the bison’s decline . . .

A Hold Up
A Hold Up on the Kansas Pacific, 1869,
Martin Garretson, 1913, ink on paper.
Collection National Museum of Wildlife Art

In the 1870s, millions of cattle were driven onto
the plains, both north from Texas and westward
from the Midwest. The dramatic increase in
competition for habitat resources from cattle,
horses, and other livestock played a significant
role in the collapse of bison populations.

Pointing ‘Em North,
Olaf Wieghorst,1925, oil on canvas.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum
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The End, 1883,
Martin Garretson, ink on paper, 1913.

Banner to be used in proximity to Unit 11,
on wall or hung from ceiling

This enormous pile of bones at the
Michigan Carbon Works symbolizes
the cost of over-harvesting a finite
resource. Where Native Americans
had hunted bison for centuries to
provide for their communities, the
hide hunters of the 1870s took just
the skins. They left carcasses to rot
on the plains until only the bones
remained. In a short time, the bones
too were harvested.

Collection National Museum of Wildlife Art

The Michigan Carbon Works was
established in 1873. By the 1880s, it
employed 750 people to convert
bison bones into bone ash fertilizer
and products such as charcoal, bone
black pigment, glue, and ash for
bone china.
Bison bone pile at Michigan Carbon Works, c. 1880s.

“The Last Buffalo,”
Thomas Nast, Harper’s Weekly,
June 6, 1874.

From

Courtesy the Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library

A

Resource
to Commodity

Bison as
commodity
America’s industries found uses
for many parts of the bison.

From

Resource
Commodity
to

commodity

|k’mäditē|

noun
• a raw material or primary agricultural
product that can be bought and sold,
such as copper or coffee
• a useful or valuable thing, such as
water or time

Around 1870 European
manufacturers discovered
a new chemical tanning
process. It transformed bison hide into
elastic, industrial strength leather that was
perfect for machinery belting.

resource

|’rē’sôrs; ri’zôrs|

noun
• a supply of money, materials, and
other assets that can be used by a
person or organization in order to
function effectively
• (resources) a country's collective
means of supporting itself,
represented by its reserves of
minerals, land, and other assets

Almost overnight the robe
trade gave way to a
commercial hide market.
Growing factories of America’s industrial East
and Europe clamored for bison hide belting.
The creature that was central to Plains Indian
culture for generations now played a role in
the Industrial Revolution of North America
and Europe.

Bison grew increasingly
popular. American and European
companies used almost every part of the
animal – hides, hooves, hair, horns, even the
tongue – to make a wide variety of consumer
goods. Eventually, bison could not reproduce
fast enough to satisfy these demands and the
remaining herds were annihilated.

• Hides

robes, blankets, overshoes, cushions, furniture, and wall
coverings

• Bison tongues

?

salted or smoked and sold as delicacies

• Coarse bison hair and beards
upholstery stuffing

What changed after the 1860s

• Bones, hooves, and horns

ground and used as carbon for refining sugar, for fertilizer,
and in china pottery

• Bison horns

hat racks, combs, knife handles, and buttons

The End, 1883,
Martin Garretson, ink on paper, 1913.
Collection National Museum of Wildlife Art

This enormous pile of bones at the
Michigan Carbon Works symbolizes
the cost of over-harvesting a finite
resource. Where Native Americans
had hunted bison for centuries to
provide for their communities, the
hide hunters of the 1870s took just
the skins. They left carcasses to rot
on the plains until only the bones
remained. In a short time, the bones
too were harvested.
The Michigan Carbon Works was
established in 1873. By the 1880s, it
employed 750 people to convert
bison bones into bone ash fertilizer
and products such as charcoal, bone
black pigment, glue, and ash for
bone china.
Bison bone pile at Michigan Carbon Works, c. 1880s.

“The Last Buffalo,”
Thomas Nast, Harper’s Weekly,
June 6, 1874.

Courtesy the Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library
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When I went into business [as
a bison hunter], I sat down
and figured that I
was indeed one of fortune’s
children… Just think!
There were 20 million bison…
I could kill 100 a day… that
would be $6000 a month –
or three times what was paid
to the President of the
United States…
Bison hunter, Frank Mayer, 1958
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Notice to Farmers: I will pay
cash for buffalo bones.
Bring them in by the ton or
hundred. I will give fifty
pounds of the best twine for
one ton of bones, for this
month only, or a $40 sewing
machine for forty tons. I
want 5000 tons this month.
Grafton News and Times, 23 July 1885
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Bison hide
leather belts

Top View

Bison hide leather furnished the
belts that drove machine shops
like this one at the Lukens Steel
Company, outside of Philadelphia.
By the late 1800s, Lukens’
factories included one of the
largest steel mills in the United
States. Known for the production
of large steel plates and for their
historic ties to the Philadelphia
ship-building industry, Lukens was
just one of many companies
whose industrial might ran on
belting made of bison hide.

Scale :1” = 1’

Banner: Machine shop, Lukens Steel Company,
Coatesville, PA, c. 1890.
Collection Hagley Museum and Library
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Industrialization

Bison hide
leather belts
Bison hide leather furnished the
belts that drove machine shops
like this one at the Lukens Steel
Company, outside of Philadelphia.
By the late 1800s, Lukens’
factories included one of the
largest steel mills in the United
States. Known for the production
of large steel plates and for their
historic ties to the Philadelphia
ship-building industry, Lukens was
just one of many companies
whose industrial might ran on
belting made of bison hide.
Banner: Machine shop, Lukens Steel Company,
Coatesville, PA, c. 1890.
Collection Hagley Museum and Library
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Collection Kauffman Museum

Punched ration card,
c. 1900. Reproduction.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

Plains Indian men and women used
small beaded bags to carry important
items necessary for life.
A woman kept her knife, flints and strike-a-light
(steel for starting fires), awl and sinew. A man
carried arrow points and sinew. If they lost all
other possessions, they could begin life again
with these few things.
Once assigned to reservations, Indians used small
bags like this to carry federally-issued ration cards.
When the family received their rations, a
government employee punched their card.
A small piece of paper and this simple act
symbolized the loss of an entire way of life.

When your food supply has been eliminated,
Ledger art was a new Plains Indian art
where
do you go for food?
form that emerged during the forced
relocation of tribes to government
reservations.
Beginning in the early 1860s, Indian artists
adapted their representational style of painting
to sheets of ledger or notebook paper. Instead of
decorating bison hides by applying natural paints
with bone and stick brushes, they now used
colored pencil, crayon, and occasionally watercolor.
These materials were acquired through trade,
received as gifts, or taken during military
engagements or raids. They continued the
tradition of depicting military exploits and acts of
personal heroism previously painted on bison hides.

Richard Wooden Leg sketching in ledger book,
Thomas Marquis, c. 1922-1935.
Collection Buffalo Bill Historical Center

Richard Wooden Leg fought at the Battle of
Little Bighorn. Late in life he sketched an event
from that battle in his ledger. The photo was
taken on the Northern Cheyenne Indian
Reservation in Montana.

Plains peoples on reservations depended upon
U. S. Government food rations. One ration was a
day’s food for one person. Food supplies were
distributed through established Indian Agencies.
Managing the rations was the responsibility of
Indian Agents. Generally, weekly ration days were
similar among the Agencies. Some Indian families
had to travel long distances to reach the Indian
Agency for their reservation.
The head of a family was issued a cardboard
ration ticket that identified himself and his family
members. When rations were distributed, a clerk
punched the ticket with the amount of rations
received, and checked the family’s name on the
printed roll of the agency. It was vital that the
ration ticket not be lost; rations were not
distributed without it.

Ledger art

A “flipper”

Ledger art was a new Plains Indian art
form that emerged during the forced
relocation of tribes to government
reservations.
Beginning in the early 1860s, Indian artists
adapted their representational style of painting
to sheets of ledger or notebook paper. Instead of
decorating bison hides by applying natural paints
with bone and stick brushes, they now used
colored pencil, crayon, and occasionally watercolor.
These materials were acquired through trade,
received as gifts, or taken during military
engagements or raids. They continued the
tradition of depicting military exploits and acts of
personal heroism previously painted on bison hides.

Richard Wooden Leg sketching in ledger book,
Thomas Marquis, c. 1922-1935.
Collection Buffalo Bill Historical Center

When your food supply has been eliminated,
Ledger art was a new Plains Indian art
where
do you go for food?
form that emerged during the forced

Beaded puzzle bag,
tribe unknown, c. 1910, native tanned
leather, trade cloth and glass beads.

relocation of tribes to government
reservations.

Collection Kauffman Museum

Punched ration card,
c. 1900. Reproduction.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

Plains Indian men and women used
small beaded bags to carry important
items necessary for life.
A woman kept her knife, flints and strike-a-light
(steel for starting fires), awl and sinew. A man
carried arrow points and sinew. If they lost all
other possessions, they could begin life again
with these few things.
Once assigned to reservations, Indians used small
bags like this to carry federally-issued ration cards.
When the family received their rations, a
government employee punched their card.
A small piece of paper and this simple act
symbolized the loss of an entire way of life.
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Beginning in the early 1860s, Indian artists
adapted their representational style of painting
to sheets of ledger or notebook paper. Instead of
decorating bison hides by applying natural paints
with bone and stick brushes, they now used
colored pencil, crayon, and occasionally watercolor.
These materials were acquired through trade,
received as gifts, or taken during military
engagements or raids. They continued the
tradition of depicting military exploits and acts of
personal heroism previously painted on bison hides.

Richard Wooden Leg sketching in ledger book,
Thomas Marquis, c. 1922-1935.
Collection Buffalo Bill Historical Center

Richard Wooden Leg fought at the Battle of
Little Bighorn. Late in life he sketched an event
from that battle in his ledger. The photo was
taken on the Northern Cheyenne Indian
Reservation in Montana.

C D

Plains peoples on reservations depended upon
U. S. Government food rations. One ration was a
day’s food for one person. Food supplies were
distributed through established Indian Agencies.
Managing the rations was the responsibility of
Indian Agents. Generally, weekly ration days were
similar among the Agencies. Some Indian families
had to travel long distances to reach the Indian
Agency for their reservation.
The head of a family was issued a cardboard
ration ticket that identified himself and his family
members. When rations were distributed, a clerk
punched the ticket with the amount of rations
received, and checked the family’s name on the
printed roll of the agency. It was vital that the
ration ticket not be lost; rations were not
distributed without it.

Bad Eye Sketchbook, Plates 2, 6, and 17, c. 1900.
Collection Fairbanks Museum and Planetarium, Fairbanks, ME
View the complete ledger book at www.plainsledgerart.org.

Richard Wooden Leg fought at the Battle of
Little Bighorn. Late in life he sketched an event
from that battle in his ledger. The photo was
taken on the Northern Cheyenne Indian
Reservation in Montana.

Beaded Bag
Ration Card Replica

Beaded Bag
Ration Card Replica

How do you adapt traditional art forms to new ideas and materials

Beaded Bag
Ration Card Replica

Arrow’s Elk Society Ledger, Plate 72, c. 1900.
Courtesy of Morning Star Gallery, Santa Fe, NM
View the complete ledger book at www.plainsledgerart.org.

How do you adapt traditional art forms to new ideas and materials

Beaded puzzle bag,
tribe unknown, c. 1910, native tanned
leather, trade cloth and glass beads.

How do you adapt traditional art forms to new ideas and materials
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The civilization of the
Indian is impossible
while the buffalo remains
upon the plains.
Columbus Delano,
U. S. Secretary of Interior, 1873
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 15 - Back from the Brink
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Independent
conservationists
and ranchers
started breeding
bison in captivity for
a variety of reasons.
Here are a few of
their stories.
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Charlie Russell

“Buffalo” Jones

Bison from Pablo herd,
c. 1909, N. A. Forsyth.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

1905

Theodore Roosevelt

Independent
conservationists
and ranchers
started breeding
bison in captivity for
a variety of reasons.
Here are a few of
their stories.

Bison from Pablo herd,
c. 1909, N. A. Forsyth.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

1880

Dupuis Family

1900

Michel Pablo

1909

Charlie Russell

1880s

“Buffalo” Jones

1900 1909 1880s

Michel Pablo

Charlie Russell

“Buffalo” Jones

William Hornaday

Working independently, many people
were able to provide bison to the
newly-established national preserves.
Experts agree that the genes of these
herds exist in most Plains bison
living today.

1880

Dupuis Family

George Bird Grinnell

As the animal’s decline became obvious
in the late 1800s, people established
captive breeding programs that
ultimately ensured the species’ survival.
These independent conservationists
included tribal members and non-Indian
hunters who knew the bison well.
Their motives were mixed. Some wanted
to preserve the species for cultural
purposes or save a living symbol of the
American frontier. Others dreamed of
economic gain through innovative
breeding programs.

Bison from Pablo herd,
c. 1909, N. A. Forsyth.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

1874 1875 1886

In 1832, artist George Catlin recognized
the growing pressures on bison herds.
He recommended that the government
create a “Nation’s Park” as a refuge.
Naturalist John James Audubon sounded
a similar warning in the 1840s. The
creation of the world’s first national
park–Yellowstone–in 1872 was crucial
to bison survival, but the original
act establishing the park carried no
legal protection for wildlife.

Independent
conservationists
and ranchers
started breeding
bison in captivity for
a variety of reasons.
Here are a few of
their stories.

Greenbury Lafayette Fort

Many private individuals
contributed to the
survival of the bison.

Increasingly dire
reports from western
sources inspired
easterners to lobby
to preserve America’s
remaining bison
herds. Here are a few
of the people involved
in those efforts.

Back from the
Brink

Bison Exhibit: Unit 16 - The Preservation Movement
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Independent
conservationists
and ranchers
started breeding
bison in captivity for
a variety of reasons.
Here are a few of
their stories.
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Increasingly dire
reports from western
sources inspired
easterners to lobby
to preserve America’s
remaining bison
herds. Here are a few
of the people involved
in those efforts.

Increasingly dire
reports from western
sources inspired
easterners to lobby
to preserve America’s
remaining bison
herds. Here are a few
of the people involved
in those efforts.
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Bison from Pablo herd,
c. 1909, N. A. Forsyth.
Collection C. M. Russell Museum

Increasingly dire
reports from western
sources inspired
easterners to lobby
to preserve America’s
remaining bison
herds. Here are a few
of the people involved
in those efforts.
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1990

The American Bison
Association is founded as
an association of bison
producers, and marketers.

The InterTribal Bison
Cooperative formed to
coordinate and assist tribes
in returning buffalo to
Indian country.

1995

The American Bison Society
is re-launched by the Wildlife
Conservation Society (formerly
the New York Zoological
Society) to ensure the
ecological future of the bison.

1999
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Timeline information compiled from:

• US Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Bison Range website
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• National Bison Society website
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Private bison herds on the
rise. At least 250,000 bison
in private herds by the end
of decade. Many Native
American tribes reintroduce
bison to their lands through
the InterTribal Bison
Cooperative and donations
from federal herds.

1930

The National Bison Range is
established as permanent
home for a bison herd
presented by the American
Bison Society.
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2005

The American Bison
Association and the
National Buffalo Society
merge to become the
National Bison Association,
“the unified voice of
the bison industry.”
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1975

American Bison Society
achieves its goal of
preserving bison through
the establishment of four
federally sponsored
bison preserves.
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1860-80s
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1840

1820

1800

National Buffalo Association is
established as a non-profit
association of bison producers,
processors, and marketers.

American Bison Society
disbands.

1915

1908

American Museum of Natural History in
New York sends expedition to Montana
to obtain specimens. They find no
bison. One of the last lots of bison
robes sells in Texas for $10 per robe.

1966

Sioux (Pine Ridge) and Crow
establish herds in South
Dakota and Montana.

1935

Hornaday declares
bison no longer in danger
of extinction.

Pablo sells his bison herd to
Canada after Congress
declines to fund purchase for
United States. After 7 years of
rounding up, 695 animals
are shipped to Canada.

Smithsonian Institute sends expedition
to obtain bison specimens for the
National Museum. After a lengthy
search, twenty-five animals are
collected in Montana for mounting and
scientific study.

1934

American Bison Society
census estimates 2,108 bison
in North America:
• 1,076 in Canada
• 1,032 in the U.S.

1911

1906

Estimated 325 wild bison left in the
United States–including 25 in
Yellowstone National Park. Congress
gives Army the task of enforcing laws
in Yellowstone to protect final few wild
bison from poachers.

1910

18734
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1910

American Bison Society
founded by private citizens
to protect and restore bison.
New York Zoological Park
donates 12 bison to Wichita
National Forest Preserve. This
becomes first donation to
increase a government herd.

Over 10,000 bison taken during one
hunt in the Dakota Territory.
Fate of
northern herd is sealed. Hunters think
bison have moved north to Canada,
but they’ve been eliminated.

325

1887

1905

Final slaughter of northern herd begins.
Winter of 1881 marks largest slaughter.
One county in Montana ships 180,000
buffalo skins. Robes bring $2.50 to
$4.00 each.

2108
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to
Endangered
What does a population crash
look and feel like?
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Depicting the bison’s sudden
decline is a graphic puzzle.
Traditional two-dimensional
line graphs like the one to the
left make it difficult to see the
large decline and slow recovery.
On a line graph, if the bison
population in 1884 was
represented by a line one
inch high, the graph would
be over 7000 feet tall!
Representing the population in
three dimensions allows us to
present this full range within
an exhibit gallery. Imagine
these red forms filled with
sand–the number of grains
would be roughly equal to
the number of bison alive in
each decade.

1872
1870-71

1700-1800

1700-1800

This three-dimensional chart
reminds us that while the bison
population is stable and slowly
growing, it is nowhere near the
number that once roamed
North America.
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1884
1 in.

1832

1800
7,692 ft.

Here, the roller coaster of
the bison’s near extinction
and survival is shown in
three dimensions.

1820

1700-1750

1700-1750

estimated north american bison population
30,000,000

A

Final slaughter of northern herd begins.
Winter of 1881 marks largest slaughter.
One county in Montana ships 180,000
buffalo skins. Robes bring $2.50 to
$4.00 each.
Over 10,000 bison taken during one
hunt in the Dakota Territory. Fate of
northern herd is sealed. Hunters think
bison have moved north to Canada,
but they’ve been eliminated.
Estimated 325 wild bison left in the
United States–including 25 in
Yellowstone National Park. Congress
gives Army the task of enforcing laws
in Yellowstone to protect final few wild
bison from poachers.
Smithsonian Institute sends expedition
to obtain bison specimens for the
National Museum. After a lengthy
search, twenty-five animals are
collected in Montana for mounting and
scientific study.
American Museum of Natural History in
New York sends expedition to Montana
to obtain specimens. They find no
bison. One of the last lots of bison
robes sells in Texas for $10 per robe.

1905

American Bison Society
founded by private citizens
to protect and restore bison.
New York Zoological Park
donates 12 bison to Wichita
National Forest Preserve. This
becomes first donation to
increase a government herd.

1906

Pablo sells his bison herd to
Canada after Congress
declines to fund purchase for
United States. After 7 years of
rounding up, 695 animals
are shipped to Canada.

1908

The National Bison Range is
established as permanent
home for a bison herd
presented by the American
Bison Society.
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in North America:
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• 1,032 in the U.S.
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bison no longer in danger
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achieves its goal of
preserving bison through
the establishment of four
federally sponsored
bison preserves.
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Sioux (Pine Ridge) and Crow
establish herds in South
Dakota and Montana.

1935

American Bison Society
disbands.

1966

National Buffalo Association is
established as a non-profit
association of bison producers,
processors, and marketers.

1975

The American Bison
Association is founded as
an association of bison
producers, and marketers.

1990

The InterTribal Bison
Cooperative formed to
coordinate and assist tribes
in returning buffalo to
Indian country.

1995

2005

The American Bison Society
is re-launched by the Wildlife
Conservation Society (formerly
the New York Zoological
Society) to ensure the
ecological future of the bison.

The American Bison
Association and the
National Buffalo Society
merge to become the
National Bison Association,
“the unified voice of
the bison industry.”

1999

Private bison herds on the
rise. At least 250,000 bison
in private herds by the end
of decade. Many Native
American tribes reintroduce
bison to their lands through
the InterTribal Bison
Cooperative and donations
from federal herds.

Timeline information compiled from:

• US Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Bison Range website
• National Bison Society website

Harley Davidson buffalo bar
and shield patch, 2009
Ted’s Montana Grill leather
drink coaster, 2009
Ted Turner’s Montana Grill
represents Turner’s role as the
owner of the largest private herd
of bison in the world, more than
50,000 animals.

Breweries have also favored the bison. The bison’s
presence on a can or bottle illustrates heritage, a
frontier spirit, camaraderie, or group identity.

Trade card, Buffalo Brewing
Company, Sacramento, CA, c. 1900
The owner of this brewery–once one
of the largest west of the Mississippi
river–was inspired by the breweries
and beer of Buffalo, NY.
Courtesy National Buffalo Museum

“Buffalo Hunt” trading card, Indian Gum series
(R73 / card 135), Goudey Chewing Gum Company, 1933
On loan National Buffalo Museum

Bison Across Borders
This dramatic card was produced by the Goudey Chewing Gum
Company for their Indian Gum trading cards series. Marketed in
both the United States and Canada, Goudey was started by Enos
Gordon Goudey, a Nova Scotian who originated the idea of
selling baseball cards with a stick of gum.

Logo courtesy Bison Transport

Bison Coolers logo, c. 2016
This American-made line of adventure
coolers rebranded its name from “Brute”
to “Bison” in 2011.
Logo courtesy Bison Coolers

Head Smashed IPA Beer bottle label, Banff, Alberta, Canada, 2016
Today, the complex history of the bison is attracting renewed appreciation.
This label draws on the history of the UNESCO world heritage
site, the Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump in southwest Alberta.

Bison Transport company logo, 2003
This Canadian trucking firm was established in 1968.
The current logo was created as a part of an aggressive
growth plan in 2003.
Logo courtesy Bison Transport

Bison Coolers logo, c. 2016
This American-made line of adventure
coolers rebranded its name from “Brute”
to “Bison” in 2011.
Logo courtesy Bison Coolers

As the largest land animal in North America
and king of the central grasslands, the bison has
long been a symbol of place and hierarchy. In the
United States and Canada, this prominence makes
the bison a popular motif for governmental and
agency seals. Bison appear on state flags and
insignia patches for many agencies, from tribal
police to Canadian mounties. For Native Americans,
the bison’s spiritual significance adds another layer
of meaning, especially if a white bison is chosen.

Today, the bison’s designation as the national
mammal of the United States, and the efforts of the
Buffalo Treaty to establish a continuous grassland
range in the heartland of North America add new
meanings to an ancient symbol. What other uses of
the bison’s image might arise in the next one
hundred years?

U. S. Department of the Interior service pins
Head Smashed IPA Beer bottle label, Banff, Alberta,
Canada,
2016
The bison
first appeared
as a symbol for the U. S. Department of the
Today, the complex history of the bison is attracting renewed
Interior inappreciation.
1916-1917, when it appeared on the departmental flag.
This label draws on the history of the UNESCO
heritage
Serviceworld
pins often
feature the bison, and although sometimes replaced by
site, the Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump other
in southwest
Alberta.
symbols–especially
the eagle–the bison always seems to come back.

50,000 animals.

Trade card, Buffalo Brewing
Company, Sacramento, CA, c. 1900
The owner of this brewery–once one
of the largest west of the Mississippi
river–was inspired by the breweries
and beer of Buffalo, NY.

University of Manitoba Bisons
logo, Winnipeg, MB, selected 1920
The University of Manitoba, the oldest
university in western Canada, may be
one of the first schools to have
selected the bison as its mascot.

As the largest land animal in North America
and king of the central grasslands, the bison has
long been a symbol of place and hierarchy. In the
United States and Canada, this prominence makes
the bison a popular motif for governmental and
agency seals. Bison appear on state flags and
insignia patches for many agencies, from tribal
police to Canadian mounties. For Native Americans,
the bison’s spiritual significance adds another layer
of meaning, especially if a white bison is chosen.
Today, the bison’s designation as the national
mammal of the United States, and the efforts of the
Buffalo Treaty to establish a continuous grassland
range in the heartland of North America add new
meanings to an ancient symbol. What other uses of
the bison’s image might arise in the next one
hundred years?

U. S. Department of the Interior service pins
The bison first appeared as a symbol for the U. S. Department of the
Interior in 1916-1917, when it appeared on the departmental flag.
Service pins often feature the bison, and although sometimes replaced by
other symbols–especially the eagle–the bison always seems to come back.

What’s in a name?

The Tenth Cavalry was formed as an African-American regiment
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas in 1866. They fought in the Indian
Wars of the 1860s and 1870s as a part of the U. S. government’s
campaign to control western lands and relocate Native American
tribes onto reservations.
Black soldiers became known by the tribes as “Buffalo Soldiers.”
Some scholars portrayed this as a term of respect between
combatants and the idea became popular. When the Tenth
Cavalry was reactivated in 1958, the buffalo was again adopted
as the unit’s symbol.
Many scholars still believe that the nickname came from Indians
recognizing similarities between the black soldiers and the
appearance of the buffalo, while some argue that the name was
a sign of disrespect. They believe that both sides referred to each
other in terms that were consistent with negative stereotypes of
the time. What do you think?

Omaha Nation Tribal Ranger patch, 2009
The Omaha were among the first Native American tribes to hunt bison on
horseback, and the buffalo remains an important tribal symbol.

The bison continued to be a
primary feature in paintings of
the American West.

Wyoming highway patrol patch, 2009
The bison is the state mammal of Wyoming and is also featured on the state flag.
“Ready and Forward” 10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers U. S. Army patch, 2009

Artists like Charlie Russell and Louis Maurer
played a significant role in re-envisioning and
perpetuating the cultural significance of the bison
through their lives, friendships, and artwork.

What’s in a name?

For Russell, as for his Indian friends, bison
symbolized the virtues of traditional Indian life.
At the same time, his romanticized images
helped to establish the bison as a national
symbol of a mythic Wild West.

Black soldiers became known by the tribes as “Buffalo Soldiers.”

Some
scholarsGum
portrayed this as a term of respect between
Universityby
Bison,
DC
This dramatic cardHoward
was produced
the Washington,
Goudey
Chewing
Howard is one of two Washington, DC colleges that have used the
Bison as
and the
Company for their Indian Gum trading cards combatants
series.
Marketed
in idea became popular. When the Tenth
a mascot, since at least the 1940s, the other being Gallaudet Cavalry
University.was reactivated in 1958, the buffalo was again adopted

both the United States and
Canada,
Goudey
was started by Enos
Logo and
photo courtesy
Howard
asUniversity
the unit’s symbol.
Gordon Goudey, a Nova Scotian who originated the idea of
Many scholars still believe that the nickname came from Indians
baseball
Fromselling
Bisons
to cards
Billswith a stick of gum. recognizing
similarities between the black soldiers and the
In Buffalo, NY, the association with its namesake animal
In 1933, the
companyofissued
appearance
the buffalo, while some argue that the name was
goes back to the 1920s. A team called the Buffalo a sign of disrespect. They believe that both sides referred to each
the Indian Gum series featuring
All-Americans was renamed the Bisons in 1924. Thisother
teamin terms that were consistent with negative stereotypes of
Native American
chiefs,
underwent multiple name changes: called the Rangers
in
What
do you think?
warriors, the
and time.
cultural
practices,
1926, then renamed the Bisons from 1927 until 1929.
as well as other Wild West
including
The team folded but the name lived on. Infigures,
1946, when
the three cards
Flathead Nation White Buffalo Game Warden patch, 2009
theIndian
bison.
Today
city got a new team with the All-Americanfocused
Footballon
Many
nations
havethe
long considered white bison to be a sacred symbol. In
bison named
is controversial
because
of “Big Medicine” was born on the National Bison Range
Conference, they were named the Bisons. set
How
did 1933,
they a white
in the Flathead
Nation Indian Reservation in northwest Montana.
howto
it rename
described
Native
become the Bills? A contest was held in 1947
the
ButOl’images
suchScouts
as Wood Badge Patrol patch, 2009
Good
Buffalo Boy
team. Tapping into the idea of New York’s Americans.
western frontier,
Althoughillustrate
not a governmental
agency, the Boy Scouts model themselves after
“Buffalo Hunt”
the
people selected the “Buffalo Bills” after legendary
military hierarchy. The Wood Badge course is the highest level of adult training
wide
popularity
of
western
frontiersman Buffalo Bill Cody. The name stayed when
thein the Boy Scouts, introduced to the United States in 1936. The course was
offered
the 1900s.
“Americanized”
by using American birds and animals for patrol names.
American Football League team started in topics
1960. during

University of Colorado Buffaloes
logo patch, selected in 1934
This tradition started when a group
of students rented a buffalo calf and
cowboy handler to parade at the
close of the season’s final game.
Buffalo Bills National Football
League team logo patch,
Buffalo, NY, selected 1947

The Great Royal Buffalo Hunt,
Louis Maurer, 1895, oil on canvas.
Courtesy of The Anschutz Collection. Photo: William J. O’Connor

Just as bison
conservation efforts
were beginning, the
bison was adopted by
the U. S. Government
as a new symbol of
national identity.

1913-38
1938 Buffalo Nickel

2005

Jefferson Buffalo Nickel

2006

North Dakota Quarter

2007
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Howard Bison and Lady Bison Mascots

Howard University Bison, Washington, DC
Howard is one of two Washington, DC colleges that have used the Bison as
a mascot, since at least the 1940s, the other being Gallaudet University.
Logo and photo courtesy Howard University

From Bisons to Bills

In Buffalo, NY, the association with its namesake animal
goes back to the 1920s. A team called the Buffalo
All-Americans was renamed the Bisons in 1924. This team
underwent multiple name changes: called the Rangers in
1926, then renamed the Bisons from 1927 until 1929.

Good Ol’ Buffalo Boy Scouts Wood Badge Patrol patch, 2009
Although not a governmental agency, the Boy Scouts model themselves after
military hierarchy. The Wood Badge course is the highest level of adult training
offered in the Boy Scouts, introduced to the United States in 1936. The course was
“Americanized” by using American birds and animals for patrol names.

Between 1901 and 1914, the American ten-dollar
bill featured Black Diamond, an American bison,
as the centerpiece, flanked by portraits of
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.
In 1911, at the urging of Theodore Roosevelt,
the U. S. Treasury created a new five-cent piece.
Sculptor James Earle Fraser designed the coin,
featuring an Indian portrait on one side and a
bison on the other. Fraser also modeled his bison
on Black Diamond, which he had seen in New
York’s Central Park Zoo. This nickel was produced
from 1913 to 1938.
In recent years commemorative quarters featuring
bison have also been issued.

The
!

Reach into your pocket and see if you find a bison!

Bison
as

American Icon
In an increasingly industrial
society, the bison satisfied
longings for something
powerful and wild that
had once defined the West.

This designation was the core of the National
Bison Legacy Act passed by the U.S. Senate
and House with overwhelming bipartisan
support. The National Bison Association,
InterTribal Buffalo Council, and the Wildlife
Conservation Society and many private citizens
collaborated on the campaign to recognize the
bison’s cultural and environmental significance.

Ironically, as bison populations plummeted, the
animal began to gain national and
international recognition as a popular symbol
of the big “unspoiled” American West.

What does the image of the bison mean to you

Persistent
Presence

U. S. National
Mammal

With the signature of President
Barack Obama in 2016, the
bison officially became the
National Mammal of the
United States.

When bison were nearly gone and Northern
Plains Indians were confined to reservations,
Euroamerican artists began creating nostalgic
images of the West depicting earlier ways
of life. Paintings, photographs, and even early
western films played important roles
in shaping the story of bison and Indians
for the rest of the country and beyond.

A

Buffalo Bills National Football
League team logo patch,
Buffalo, NY, selected 1947

The

Bison as
American Icon

Chevy Truck brochure, 1979
“FIERCELY COMPETITIVE TRUCKS. It
takes a lot to make a truck as fiercely
competitive as the Chevrolet Bison. It
takes a design that meets today’s
rugged demands....”
Quote from the inside of the brochure.

University of Colorado Buffaloes
logo patch, selected in 1934
This tradition started when a group
of students rented a buffalo calf and
cowboy handler to parade at the
close of the season’s final game.

The team folded but the name lived on. In 1946, when the
city got a new team with the All-American Football
Conference, they were named the Bisons. How did they
become the Bills? A contest was held in 1947 to rename the
team. Tapping into the idea of New York’s western frontier,
people selected the “Buffalo Bills” after legendary
frontiersman Buffalo Bill Cody. The name stayed when the
American Football League team started in 1960.

Flathead Nation White Buffalo Game Warden patch, 2009
Many Indian nations have long considered white bison to be a sacred symbol. In
1933, a white bison named “Big Medicine” was born on the National Bison Range
in the Flathead Nation Indian Reservation in northwest Montana.

The

Delco Batteries advertisement, 1945
One in a series featuring animals and
their attributes.
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Logo courtesy University of Manitoba

The Tenth Cavalry was formed as an African-American regiment
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas in 1866. They fought in the Indian
“Buffalo Hunt” trading card, Indian Gum series
Wars of the 1860s and 1870s as a part of the U. S. government’s
(R73 / card 135), Goudey Chewing Gum Company, 1933 campaign to control western lands and relocate Native American
On loan National Buffalo Museum
tribes onto reservations.

Bison Across Borders

“Ready and Forward” 10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers U. S. Army patch, 2009

Logo courtesy University of Manitoba

Bucknell University Bison logo
patch, Lewisburg, PA, selected 1923
The logo was chosen to reflect the
school’s location in the Buffalo Valley
of Pennsylvania.

Bucknell University Bison logo
patch, Lewisburg, PA, selected 1923
The logo was chosen to reflect the
school’s location in the Buffalo Valley
of Pennsylvania.

Courtesy National Buffalo Museum

Howard Bison and Lady Bison Mascots

Wyoming highway patrol patch, 2009
The bison is the state mammal of Wyoming and is also featured on the state flag.

D

Go Team!
Since the 1920s the bison has been popular
forPanel:
Opposite
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Regimental insignia
school and sports team logos. Some selected
the
The bison head has been on the insignia of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Davidson buffalo
bar
Police
bison Harley
to symbolize
the western
United States
or almost since the organization’s founding in the 1870s. No one
and shield patch, 2009
knows why it was chosen, but the Mounted Police (originally the
Canada. Others picked it to personify speed,North-West
power, Mounted Police) have always been strongly linked with the
Ted’s MontanaSome
Grill leather
history
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Logo courtesy Royal Canadian Mounted Police

Omaha Nation Tribal Ranger patch, 2009
The Omaha were among the first Native American tribes to hunt bison on
horseback, and the buffalo remains an important tribal symbol.

University of Manitoba Bisons
logo, Winnipeg, MB, selected 1920
The University of Manitoba, the oldest
university in western Canada, may be
one of the first schools to have
selected the bison as its mascot.

Since the 1920s the bison has been popular for
school and sports team logos. Some selected the
bison to symbolize the western United States or
Canada. Others picked it to personify speed, power,
and endurance. Some teams officially stipulate that
the logo is plural with an “s” even though this is
grammatically incorrect. They feel that “Bisons”
embodies teamwork and the power of a group.

push me

commemorative currency

Breweries have also favored the bison. The bison’s
presence on a can or bottle illustrates heritage, a
frontier spirit, camaraderie, or group identity.

School Mascots and Sports Teams

Tough. Powerful. Resilient. These qualities have
made the bison popular for commercial logos since
the 1800s. Tapping into visions of the wild west
frontier, companies use the bison to sell products
connected to travel, outdoor adventure,
transportation, power and energy. Logos often
show bison running, charging, or leaping—images
of momentum and strength.

Bison Branded

Government & Military Logos

Commercial Logos

B

In 1933, the company issued
the Indian Gum series featuring
Native American chiefs,
warriors, and cultural practices,
as well as other Wild West
figures, including three cards
focused on the bison. Today the
set is controversial because of
how it described Native
Americans. But images such as
“Buffalo Hunt” illustrate the
wide popularity of western
topics during the 1900s.

Bison Branded

Bison Transport company logo, 2003
This Canadian trucking firm was established in 1968.
The current logo was created as a part of an aggressive
growth plan in 2003.

Opposite Panel:
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Regimental insignia
The bison head has been on the insignia of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police almost since the organization’s founding in the 1870s. No one
knows why it was chosen, but the Mounted Police (originally the
North-West Mounted Police) have always been strongly linked with the
history of Canada’s prairies. Early forces often depended on the bison for
food, fuel and clothing.

cr 4/20/2017

Go Team!

School Mascots and Sports Teams

C

Tough. Powerful. Resilient. These qualities have
made the bison popular for commercial logos since
the 1800s. Tapping into visions of the wild west
frontier, companies use the bison to sell products
connected to travel, outdoor adventure,
transportation, power and energy. Logos often
show bison running, charging, or leaping—images
of momentum and strength.

Government & Military Logos

Commercial Logos

Bison Exhibit: Unit 18 - Icon

As North America’s largest land animal and a
history of near extinction, the bison is a symbol
of strength and resilience.

“The National Mammal declaration
not only recognizes the historic role
of bison in America, it celebrates the
resurgence of bison as an important
part of the American environment,
diet, and an emerging part of the
agricultural economy.”

?

Dave Carter,
Executive Director of the National Bison Association

How does an animal become an icon

By the 1900s, the bison had become a
symbol binding the past to the present.
Their use as company logos, official government seals and
school mascots continues today. The Bison often stands for
ideas such as freedom, wildness, or power. These images
link American Indian identity with the identity of the Great
Plains and the Wild West.

Case full of artifacts:
-Plate, Beer Cans, Crate Label
- Kaiser hood ornament, etc...
13d x 21w 11.25h

The bison continued to be a
primary feature in paintings of
the American West.

Breweries have also favored the bison. The bison’s
presence on a can or bottle illustrates heritage, a
frontier spirit, camaraderie, or group identity.

Bison Transport company logo, 2003
This Canadian trucking firm was established in 1968.
The current logo was created as a part of an aggressive
growth plan in 2003.
Logo courtesy Bison Transport

Bison Coolers logo, c. 2016
This American-made line of adventure
coolers rebranded its name from “Brute”
to “Bison” in 2011.
Logo courtesy Bison Coolers

School Mascots and Sports Teams

Tough. Powerful. Resilient. These qualities have
made the bison popular for commercial logos since
the 1800s. Tapping into visions of the wild west
frontier, companies use the bison to sell products
connected to travel, outdoor adventure,
transportation, power and energy. Logos often
show bison running, charging, or leaping—images
of momentum and strength.

As the largest land animal in North America
and king of the central grasslands, the bison has
long been a symbol of place and hierarchy. In the
United States and Canada, this prominence makes
the bison a popular motif for governmental and
agency seals. Bison appear on state flags and
insignia patches for many agencies, from tribal
police to Canadian mounties. For Native Americans,
the bison’s spiritual significance adds another layer
of meaning, especially if a white bison is chosen.

Today, the bison’s designation as the national
mammal of the United States, and the efforts of the
Buffalo Treaty to establish a continuous grassland
range in the heartland of North America add new
meanings to an ancient symbol. What other uses of
the bison’s image might arise in the next one
hundred years?

U. S. Department of the Interior service pins
Head Smashed IPA Beer bottle label, Banff, Alberta,
Canada,
2016
The bison
first appeared
as a symbol for the U. S. Department of the
Today, the complex history of the bison is attracting renewed
appreciation.
Interior in
1916-1917, when it appeared on the departmental flag.
This label draws on the history of the UNESCO
heritage
Serviceworld
pins often
feature the bison, and although sometimes replaced by
site, the Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump other
in southwest
Alberta.
symbols–especially
the eagle–the bison always seems to come back.

For Russell, as for his Indian friends, bison
symbolized the virtues of traditional Indian life.
At the same time, his romanticized images
helped to establish the bison as a national
symbol of a mythic Wild West.

Go Team!
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50,000 animals.

Trade card, Buffalo Brewing
Company, Sacramento, CA, c. 1900
The owner of this brewery–once one
of the largest west of the Mississippi
river–was inspired by the breweries
and beer of Buffalo, NY.

Omaha Nation Tribal Ranger patch, 2009
The Omaha were among the first Native American tribes to hunt bison on
horseback, and the buffalo remains an important tribal symbol.

University of Manitoba Bisons
logo, Winnipeg, MB, selected 1920
The University of Manitoba, the oldest
university in western Canada, may be
one of the first schools to have
selected the bison as its mascot.
Logo courtesy University of Manitoba

Bucknell University Bison logo
patch, Lewisburg, PA, selected 1923
The logo was chosen to reflect the
school’s location in the Buffalo Valley
of Pennsylvania.

The Great Royal Buffalo Hunt,
Louis Maurer, 1895, oil on canvas.
Courtesy of The Anschutz Collection. Photo: William J. O’Connor

“Buffalo Hunt” trading card, Indian Gum series
(R73 / card 135), Goudey Chewing Gum Company,

1938 Buffalo Nickel

2005

Jefferson Buffalo Nickel

2006

North Dakota Quarter

2007

Between 1901 and 1914, the American ten-dollar
bill featured Black Diamond, an American bison,
as the centerpiece, flanked by portraits of
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.
In 1911, at the urging of Theodore Roosevelt,
the U. S. Treasury created a new five-cent piece.
Sculptor James Earle Fraser designed the coin,
featuring an Indian portrait on one side and a
bison on the other. Fraser also modeled his bison
on Black Diamond, which he had seen in New
York’s Central Park Zoo. This nickel was produced
from 1913 to 1938.
In recent years commemorative quarters featuring
bison have also been issued.

!

Reach into your pocket and see if you find a bison!

Wyoming highway patrol patch, 2009
The bison is the state mammal of Wyoming and is also featured on the state flag.

What’s in a name?

On loan National Buffalo Museum

Just as bison
conservation efforts
were beginning, the
bison was adopted by
the U. S. Government
as a new symbol of
national identity.

1913-38

“Ready and Forward” 10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers U. S. Army patch, 2009

Courtesy National Buffalo Museum

Unit

The Tenth Cavalry was formed as an African-American regiment
at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas in 1866. They fought in the Indian
Wars of the 1860s and 1870s as a part of the U. S. government’s
1933 campaign to control western lands and relocate Native American
tribes onto reservations.

Bison Branded

Government & Military Logos

Commercial Logos

Artists like Charlie Russell and Louis Maurer
played a significant role in re-envisioning and
perpetuating the cultural significance of the bison
through their lives, friendships, and artwork.

commemorative currency

Explore the bison’s persistent presence as
a symbol in American culture.

Howard Bison and Lady Bison Mascots
Black soldiers became known by the tribes as “Buffalo Soldiers.”
Bison Across Borders
Some
scholarsGum
portrayed this as a term of respect between
Universityby
Bison,
DC
This dramatic cardHoward
was produced
the Washington,
Goudey
Chewing
Howard is one of two Washington, DC colleges that have used the
Bison as
and the
Company for their Indian Gum trading cards combatants
series.
Marketed
in idea became popular. When the Tenth
a mascot, since at least the 1940s, the other being Gallaudet Cavalry
University.was reactivated in 1958, the buffalo was again adopted
both the United States and
Canada,
Goudey
was started by Enos
Logo and
photo courtesy
Howard
asUniversity
the unit’s symbol.
Gordon Goudey, a Nova Scotian who originated the idea of
Many scholars still believe that the nickname came from Indians
baseball
Fromselling
Bisons
to cards
Billswith a stick of gum.
recognizing similarities between the black soldiers and the
In Buffalo, NY, the association with its namesake animal
In 1933, the
companyof
issued
appearance
the buffalo, while some argue that the name was
goes back to the 1920s. A team called the Buffalo a sign of disrespect. They believe that both sides referred to each
the Indian Gum series featuring
All-Americans was renamed the Bisons in 1924. This
teamin terms that were consistent with negative stereotypes of
other
Native American
chiefs,
underwent multiple name changes: called the Rangers
in
What
do you think?
warriors, the
and time.
cultural
practices,
1926, then renamed the Bisons from 1927 until 1929.
as well as other Wild West
including
The team folded but the name lived on. Infigures,
1946, when
the three cards
Flathead Nation White Buffalo Game Warden patch, 2009
the
bison.
Today
the
city got a new team with the All-Americanfocused
Footballon
Many
Indian
nations
have
long considered white bison to be a sacred symbol. In
bison named
is controversial
because
of “Big Medicine” was born on the National Bison Range
Conference, they were named the Bisons. set
How
did 1933,
they a white
in the Flathead
Nation Indian Reservation in northwest Montana.
howto
it rename
described
Native
become the Bills? A contest was held in 1947
the
But
images
such
as Wood Badge Patrol patch, 2009
Good
Ol’
Buffalo Boy
Scouts
team. Tapping into the idea of New York’s Americans.
western frontier,
Although
not a governmental
agency, the Boy Scouts model themselves after
“Buffalo Hunt”
illustrate
the
people selected the “Buffalo Bills” after legendary
military hierarchy. The Wood Badge course is the highest level of adult training
wide popularity
western
frontiersman Buffalo Bill Cody. The name stayed
when
theinof
offered
the
Boy Scouts, introduced to the United States in 1936. The course was
the 1900s.
“Americanized”
by using American birds and animals for patrol names.
American Football League team started in topics
1960. during
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University of Colorado Buffaloes
logo patch, selected in 1934
This tradition started when a group
of students rented a buffalo calf and
cowboy handler to parade at the
close of the season’s final game.
Buffalo Bills National Football
League team logo patch,
Buffalo, NY, selected 1947

...and that could not be
confused with the currency
of any other country...

I found no motif within
the boundaries of the
United States so distinctive
as the American buffalo.

My first objective was to
produce a coin which was
truly American,...

James Earl Fraser, 1913
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 19 - Commercial Herds Timeline
cr 2/24/2017
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The rise in demands and values spurred
producers to increase the number of cows in
their herds.

$4.00/lb.
$3.00/lb.
$2.00/lb.

Stable market value continues to entice
more ranchers to get into the bison
business.

$1.00/lb.

2016

2013

2015

2014

2011

2010

2012

2009

2008

$0.00/lb.
2007

Industry leaders began to plan strategically,
and working with the National Bison
Association launched exciting taste tests and
educational campaigns. New thinking
emerged about bison marketability in terms
of production efficiency and holistic
management. Sound long range planning
kept producers from revisiting earlier
mistakes. The most valuable lesson
learned was the importance of the
consumer within their business plans.

$5.00/lb.

In the mid 2000s, stabilizing
supply and demand generated
slow, steady growth in the
USDA Wholesale Carcass Price.

2006

Many third and fourth generation ranches
were lost to foreclosure. A persistent
drought depleted pasture and drove feed
prices higher while bison prices continued to
drop.

The market turned toward
sustainability as meat processors
grasped bison’s profitability and
consumers became educated about
the delicious taste and nutritional
value of bison.

USDA Wholesale Carcass Price

Because a majority of bison today are in
private commercial herds, the health of the
market has a direct impact on bison
populations.

2005

In 2001 a downward price spiral hit
the producers who had worked to
build a buffalo market.

As the market hit bottom, determined
producers and ranchers created new
markets to add value to their investment:
• diversifying their bison related products
• providing buffalo hunting opportunities
• selling at farmers markets
• hosting bed and breakfast ventures.

2004

The market for heifer calves improved when
cutting horse trainers discovered the
unparalleled athleticism that bison possess.
Bison stamina and “turn-on-a-dime”
capability better prepared cutting horses for
competition with beef calves. Training with
bison also offers a significant cost saving as
one bison can do the work of eight beef
calves in a year-long training season.

While the demand for meat was stable, the
lack of marketing along with distribution
problems resulted in stockpiles of frozen
meat. Many producers and processors were
hesitant to mark down their products and
the market retreated.

Bison in Balance

The initial enthusiasm for bison led to rapid
growth. By the 1990s, these ranchers had
developed markets for bison products
beyond meat, including fiber and
leather products.

By 2000, the breeders’ market was
in full swing, which attracted
investors who pushed prices ever
higher.

Sustainability Strategies

The 1970s and 1980s saw the
emergence of small producers
attracted to the challenge of
expanding bison herds.

The Downturn

An Industry Emerges

Other content to be added on bench later:

USDA wholesale carcass price is based on the dressed weight (approximately 60% of live weight).

Are you ready to invest
in the future of bison

Weight Comparisons

Approx. dressed or carcass weight:

600 lbs.

Approx. packaged weight:

Live weight:

432 lbs.

1,000 lbs.

fold line

1,000,000

Panel 1- Side a and b

950,000

Volatility to
Sustainability

900,000
850,000

Panel 2- Side a and b

800,000

Herds Today

$4,000

An estimated 400,000 bison
now live in North America, with
herds in all fifty of the United
States, all of the Canadian
provinces and Mexico.

750,000

$3,500

Plains bison are no longer on the endangered
species list, but they still face many threats
including disease, shrinking habitat, and
market volatility.

700,000

Mature cows

$3,000

2 Year old bulls

650,000

$2,500

The rescue of this species from extinction is a
remarkable success story that is still being
written. The bison’s multiple and sometimes
contradictory meanings are apparent today
in various efforts to restore and maintain
populations in commercial, public,
and tribal herds.

Bull calves

$2,000

Heifer calves

$1,500

Commercial Herds

600,000
550,000
500,000

$500

Public Herds

For over a hundred years, public herds have
been associated with preserving the species
and so are often referred to as “conservation”
herds. Public herds graze on governmentowned land such as national parks.

450,000

$0

Market Value

Tribal Herds

400,000

Bison Population

Tribal groups today maintain both conservation
and commercial herds that reintroduce the
bison as a sustaining part of their cultural
beliefs and way of life.

Total Bison Population
Commercial Herds
Public Herds
Tribal Herds

350,000
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000

The rise in demands and values spurred
producers to increase the number of cows in
their herds.
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2019

2018

Estimated growth at 10% per year

$5.00/lb.

In the mid 2000s, stabilizing
supply and demand generated
slow, steady growth in the
USDA Wholesale Carcass Price.

$3.00/lb.
$2.00/lb.
fold line

Stable market value continues to entice
more ranchers to get into the bison
business.

$1.00/lb.

2015

2016

2014

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

$0.00/lb.

USDA wholesale carcass price is based on the dressed weight (approximately 60% of live weight).

Are you ready to invest
in the future of bison

0

$4.00/lb.

2008

The market turned toward
sustainability as meat processors
grasped bison’s profitability and
consumers became educated about
the delicious taste and nutritional
value of bison.
Industry leaders began to plan strategically,
and working with the National Bison
Association launched exciting taste tests and
educational campaigns. New thinking
emerged about bison marketability in terms
of production efficiency and holistic
management. Sound long range planning
kept producers from revisiting earlier
mistakes. The most valuable lesson
learned was the importance of the
consumer within their business plans.

USDA Wholesale Carcass Price

2007

Many third and fourth generation ranches
were lost to foreclosure. A persistent
drought depleted pasture and drove feed
prices higher while bison prices continued to
drop.

Because a majority of bison today are in
private commercial herds, the health of the
market has a direct impact on bison
populations.

2006

In 2001 a downward price spiral hit
the producers who had worked to
build a buffalo market.

As the market hit bottom, determined
producers and ranchers created new
markets to add value to their investment:
• diversifying their bison related products
• providing buffalo hunting opportunities
• selling at farmers markets
• hosting bed and breakfast ventures.

2005

While the demand for meat was stable, the
lack of marketing along with distribution
problems resulted in stockpiles of frozen
meat. Many producers and processors were
hesitant to mark down their products and
the market retreated.

2004

The market for heifer calves improved when
cutting horse trainers discovered the
unparalleled athleticism that bison possess.
Bison stamina and “turn-on-a-dime”
capability better prepared cutting horses for
competition with beef calves. Training with
bison also offers a significant cost saving as
one bison can do the work of eight beef
calves in a year-long training season.

By 2000, the breeders’ market was
in full swing, which attracted
investors who pushed prices ever
higher.

Sustainability Strategies

The initial enthusiasm for bison led to rapid
growth. By the 1990s, these ranchers had
developed markets for bison products
beyond meat, including fiber and
leather products.

The Downturn

An Industry Emerges

The 1970s and 1980s saw the
emergence of small producers
attracted to the challenge of
expanding bison herds.

Bison in Balance

Market value data available annually from 1973-2016. Population data available for years shown in bold, 1953-2016

©Allen Russell. All rights reserved.
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Commercial Bison Herd with Crazy Mountains, Montana, 2011.

Weight Comparisons

Live weight:

1,000 lbs.

$$$

What’s a
bison worth
Live bison auctions across the
U. S. and Canada give a good
indication of market value.

The Market Value graph is based on three of
the larger U. S. auctions: Custer State Park in
South Dakota, Kansas Buffalo Association, and
North Dakota Buffalo Association.

Although the North American
bison population is often
quoted as 500,000, figuring
an accurate number is a
complex undertaking.

$$$

What’s a
bison worth
Live bison auctions across the
U. S. and Canada give a good
indication of market value.

The Market Value graph is based on three of
the larger U. S. auctions: Custer State Park in
South Dakota, Kansas Buffalo Association, and
North Dakota Buffalo Association.

Kansas Buffalo Association Auction, Salina, KS, 2016.
Photo: Mehgan Gehring

bison. Money is only one if them.
Knowing you’re getting a healthy
product that was raised sustainably

$1,000

Most ranchers today employ practices ranging
from holistic conservation to more mainstream
livestock production. While methods differ, all
share a passion for the bison.

How many
bison are
there today
How do we
know

Approx. dressed or carcass weight:

600 lbs.

Approx. packaged weight:

432 lbs.

Dick Gehring

Commercial, public and tribal herds are
documented in different ways and the
data sometimes overlap. The Population
graph is based on information from the
following sources:
• American Bison Society Census
• Canadian Bison Association and its provincial organizations
• Canadian Food Inspection Agency
• InterTribal Bison Cooperative
• National Bison Association, State and Regional organizations,
and the 1998 census compiled by the University of Wyoming
• The Nature Conservancy
• Parks Canada
• U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
• U. S. Department of the Interior
• USDA-National Agricultural Statistics Service
• Expert estimate of herds not surveyed by the above
organizations

These calculations show the
current North American bison
population to be close to
400,000 in 2016.

Kansas Buffalo Association Auction, Salina, KS, 2016.
Photo: Mehgan Gehring

“

bison. Money is only one if them.
Knowing you’re getting a healthy
product that was raised sustainably

Dick Gehring

Incorporating Buffalo Meat into the Schools’
Lunch Menu, ITBC publication, 2013-2016.
Diabetes and the Native American Indian
Population, ITBC pamphlet.

The InterTribal Buffalo Council promotes
incorporating locally sourced bison into the
diets of children and adults. Since 2013, ITBC
has worked to reintroduce bison meat to
Indian School lunch programs. Students both
taste and cook with a food source that
nourished generations for thousands of years.

The InterTribal Bison Cooperative was
formed in 1990 as 501(c)3 non-profit
organization. In 2010 ITBC was reorganized
as a federally chartered Indian Organization
and approved by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, with the name changed to
InterTribal Buffalo Council.
As of 2022, the ITBC’s membership had
grown to seventy-six tribes, across 20 states,
with member tribes collectively managing
more than 20,000 bison. ITBC provides a
unifying force to reestablish buffalo on tribal
lands, encouraging management of herds
living as freely as possible. Tribes purchase
bison and receive animals donated from
many sources, including bison culled from
National Park herds. ITBC is active with the
Interagency Bison Management Plan (IBMP)
in efforts to conserve Yellowstone buffalo
and assist Tribes in adding genetic diversity
to their herds.

A Blackfeet Nation prayer giving thanks to the buffalo,
2021. Photo: Louise Johns

Indigenous Nations have a close connection to the
buffalo that has persisted for generations. ITBC helps
to restore the cultural, spiritual, and traditional
connection between buffalo and tribal people and
actively seeks ways to connect younger generations
to the bison’s cultural legacy.

Bison meat is high in protein, low in calories,
and rich in CLA (conjugated linoleic acid, a
cancer fighting fat), beta-carotene (cancer
reducing antioxidant), and Omega-3 fatty
acids (triglyceride lowering). Studies show
that eating bison can reduce the risk of
diet-related diseases and diabetes.
American Indians and Alaska Native adults are
2.3 times more likely to have diagnosed
diabetes compared with non-Hispanic whites.

How does food express cultural identity

InterTribal Buffalo Council

The mission of the ITBC is to restore
buffalo to Indian Country in order to
preserve the historical, cultural,
traditional and spiritual relationship for
future generations.

Bison Exhibit: Unit 20 - Tribal/First Nations
cr 7/7/2022

Scale :1” = 1’

American Bison Herd on the Prairie,
Ken Canning, 2008.
Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming

https://itbcBuffaloNation.org

C
https://itbcBuffaloNation.org
Indigenous Nations have a close connection to the
buffalo that has persisted for generations. ITBC helps
to restore the cultural, spiritual, and traditional
connection between buffalo and tribal people and
actively seeks ways to connect younger generations
to the bison’s cultural legacy.
A Blackfeet Nation prayer giving thanks to the buffalo,
2021. Photo: Louise Johns

American Bison Herd on the Prairie,
Ken Canning, 2008.
Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming

Bison meat is high in protein, low in calories,
and rich in CLA (conjugated linoleic acid, a
cancer fighting fat), beta-carotene (cancer
reducing antioxidant), and Omega-3 fatty
acids (triglyceride lowering). Studies show
that eating bison can reduce the risk of
diet-related diseases and diabetes.
American Indians and Alaska Native adults are
2.3 times more likely to have diagnosed
diabetes compared with non-Hispanic whites.
The InterTribal Buffalo Council promotes
incorporating locally sourced bison into the
diets of children and adults. Since 2013, ITBC
has worked to reintroduce bison meat to
Indian School lunch programs. Students both
taste and cook with a food source that
nourished generations for thousands of years.

The InterTribal Bison Cooperative was
formed in 1990 as 501(c)3 non-profit
organization. In 2010 ITBC was reorganized
as a federally chartered Indian Organization
and approved by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, with the name changed to
InterTribal Buffalo Council.

Diabetes and the Native American Indian
Population, ITBC pamphlet.

The mission of the ITBC is to restore
buffalo to Indian Country in order to
preserve the historical, cultural,
traditional and spiritual relationship for
future generations.

Bison
Contemporary
Indian Art

As of 2022, the ITBC’s membership had
grown to seventy-six tribes, across 20 states,
with member tribes collectively managing
more than 20,000 bison. ITBC provides a
unifying force to reestablish buffalo on tribal
lands, encouraging management of herds
living as freely as possible. Tribes purchase
bison and receive animals donated from
many sources, including bison culled from
National Park herds. ITBC is active with the
Interagency Bison Management Plan (IBMP)
in efforts to conserve Yellowstone buffalo
and assist Tribes in adding genetic diversity
to their herds.

The

Incorporating Buffalo Meat into the Schools’
Lunch Menu, ITBC publication, 2013-2016.
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InterTribal Buffalo Council

How does food express cultural identity

Back side of panel
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B
The Buffalo Treaty

From the reservation period onward, Plains
Indians reimagined their lives without access to
bison while preserving their cultures and
cultural artifacts. Northern Plains women
responded by decorating formal clothing and
accessories with increasingly elaborate
beadwork in distinctive styles and designs.
Other artists began exploring new aesthetic
expressions made out of traditional materials.

Today, the bison continues
to capture the imaginations
of Indian and Euroamerican
artists alike.
Contemporary works show that a powerful
relationship between this animal and humans
still exists. For Native American artists like
Dwayne Wilcox, the bison provides new ways
to reinvigorate traditional art forms and explore
the animal’s ongoing symbolism.

Similar to U. S. tribes, Canada’s First
Nations also see the bison’s return as a
chance to renew spiritual and cultural
ties. Many of these groups once followed
the bison annually, living freely on land
that was not bound by today’s political or
national boundaries.
Now a great effort is underway to restore the
bison to its historic range across the North
American grasslands. In 2014, spearheaded
by Leroy Little Bear of the Blackfoot
confederacy of southern Alberta, eight tribal
nations from both sides of the Canadian U. S. border met in Montana to sign the
“Buffalo Treaty.” This alliance seeks to unite
the political power of tribes to restore the
bison to its full habitat and strengthen the
cultural and spiritual relationship of the animal
to the cultures of the northern grasslands. It
was the first treaty agreement signed by some
of these groups in more than 150 years.

Banff National Park , Bison Belong T-shirt, 2016.
Courtesy Buffalo Nations Luxton Museum

Much effort in Canada has focused on restoring
bison to their historic range in Banff National Park,
a region that played a critical role in the bison’s
survival back in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
Today the “Bison Belong” campaign epitomizes
the effort to reintroduce the plains bison back
into Banff.
Leroy Little Bear signing the Buffalo Treaty, 2016.
Photo John Locke

Bison butchering, 2016.
Mary Ellen Little Mustache (right) and DeeAnna
Brady-Leader (both Blackfeet) gather organs from a
farm-raised bison near Browning, Montana.
Photo courtesy Matthew Neuman

“As the wind whipped through the Great

Plains and into her long black braids, Mary
Ellen Little Mustache rattled off her plans
for the spoils of a successful bison hunt —
stomach soup, baked heart, hoof bags,
rope, tacos, toys and games.”

A
Tribal Herds:
Still Sacred

Cow and Calf, Dwayne Wilcox (Oglala Lakota), 2005, colored pencil on ledger paper.
Courtesy of Dwayne Wilcox, Collection C. M. Russell Museum

For First Nations and Native
American people, especially
those who live across the
central grasslands and northern
plains, the return of the bison
represents more than the
survival of a species. Bison
remain at the core of their
spiritual beliefs and identity.
The rescue of the species from extinction is a
remarkable success story that impacted diverse
peoples and places. But the story is not over.
For native peoples, the resurgence of the bison
on tribal lands presents opportunities to
connect old meanings and traditions that were
nearly lost with new ways of bringing modern
generations closer to the animals that played
an integral role in their culture. Many tribal
members view bison as relatives with sacred
and reciprocal relationships to humans. They
honor their herds with prayer and ceremony.

Now a great effort is underway to restore the
bison to its historic range across the North
American grasslands. In 2014, spearheaded
by Leroy Little Bear of the Blackfoot
confederacy of southern Alberta, eight tribal
nations from both sides of the Canadian U. S. border met in Montana to sign the
“Buffalo Treaty.” This alliance seeks to unite
the political power of tribes to restore the
bison to its full habitat and strengthen the
cultural and spiritual relationship of the animal
to the cultures of the Northern grasslands. It
was the first treaty agreement signed by some
of these groups in more than 150 years.
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Banff National Park , Bison Belong T-shirt, 2016
Courtesy Buffalo Nations Luxton Museum

Much of this effort in Canada has focused on
restoring bison to their historic range in Banff
National Park, a region that played a critical role in
the bison’s survival back in the late 1800s and
early 1900s. Today the “Bison Belong” campaign
epitomizes the effort to reintroduce the plains
bison back into Banff.
Leroy Little Bear signing the Buffalo Treaty,
Photo John Locke

2016.

Bison butchering, 2016.
Location
Photo courtesy Matthew Neuman

“As the wind whipped through the Great

Plains and into her long black braids, Mary
Ellen Little Mustache rattled off her plans
for the spoils of a successful bison hunt —
stomach soup, baked heart, hoof bags,
rope, tacos, toys and games.”

Side A

Unit

20

Side D

Unit

Native people and the buffalo
have a shared history.
First, flourishing in great
numbers, then, declining to
near extinction, and
eventually being regarded as
novelties. Now, we are both
growing in numbers and we
share a role as America’s
spiritual touchstones.
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The mission of the ITBC is to restore
buffalo to Indian Country in order to
preserve the historical, cultural,
traditional and spiritual relationship for
future generations.

Incorporating Buffalo Meat into the Schools’
Lunch Menu, ITBC publication, 2013-2016.
Diabetes and the Native American Indian
Population, ITBC pamphlet.

The InterTribal Buffalo Council promotes
incorporating locally sourced bison into the
diets of children and adults. Since 2013, ITBC
has worked to reintroduce bison meat to
Indian School lunch programs. Students both
taste and cook with a food source that
nourished generations for thousands of years.

The InterTribal Bison Cooperative was
formed in 1990 as 501(c)3 non-profit
organization. In 2010 ITBC was reorganized
as a federally chartered Indian Organization
and approved by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, with the name changed to
InterTribal Buffalo Council.
As of 2022, the ITBC’s membership had
grown to seventy-six tribes, across 20 states,
with member tribes collectively managing
more than 20,000 bison. ITBC provides a
unifying force to reestablish buffalo on tribal
lands, encouraging management of herds
living as freely as possible. Tribes purchase
bison and receive animals donated from
many sources, including bison culled from
National Park herds. ITBC is active with the
Interagency Bison Management Plan (IBMP)
in efforts to conserve Yellowstone buffalo
and assist Tribes in adding genetic diversity
to their herds.
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A Blackfeet Nation prayer giving thanks to the buffalo,
2021. Photo: Louise Johns

Indigenous Nations have a close connection to the
buffalo that has persisted for generations. ITBC helps
to restore the cultural, spiritual, and traditional
connection between buffalo and tribal people and
actively seeks ways to connect younger generations
to the bison’s cultural legacy.

https://itbcBuffaloNation.org

Arvol Looking Horse,
Oglala Lakota Sioux, 2000

Crazy Horse, Oglala Sioux

D

American Bison Herd on the Prairie,
Ken Canning, 2008.
Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming

Side C

My friend,
They will return again,
All over the Earth,
They are returning again.
Ancient teachings of the Earth,
Ancient songs of the Earth,
They are returning again.

In my body,
in my blood
runs the spirit
of the buffalo.

James Parker Shield, Little Shell Chippewa

A

Bison meat is high in protein, low in calories,
and rich in CLA (conjugated linoleic acid, a
cancer fighting fat), beta-carotene (cancer
reducing antioxidant), and Omega-3 fatty
acids (triglyceride lowering). Studies show
that eating bison can reduce the risk of
diet-related diseases and diabetes.
American Indians and Alaska Native adults are
2.3 times more likely to have diagnosed
diabetes compared with non-Hispanic whites.

B

C

How does food express cultural identity

Similar to U. S. tribes, Canada’s First
Nations also see the bison’s return as a
chance to renew spiritual and cultural
ties. Many of these groups once followed
the bison annually, living freely on land
that was not bound by today’s political or
national boundaries.

InterTribal Buffalo Council

The Buffalo Treaty

For these groups, the bison’s survival preserves
a sacred connection between humans and the
environment. Tribal herds offer a chance at
spiritual and cultural healing. In both Canada
and the United States, native people continue
seeking ways to strengthen that connection in
the modern world.
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Bison, Beetles, and a Healthy Prairie

What is man without the
beasts? If all the beasts were
gone, men would die from
great loneliness of spirit,
for whatever happens to
the beasts also happens to
the man.

Bison graze on prairie grasses that pass through
their digestive system. After nutrients have been
absorbed, the waste roughage is excreted as
manure. Within hours, adult dung beetles work
their way in and out of the manure, feeding on
nutrients, and burying parts as an incubator and
food source for their young. By breaking up and
burying the manure, dung beetles help aerate
and enrich the soil. Healthy soil supports the
growth of prairie grasses, the food source for
bison herds.

Dung beetles are a sign that
bison are helping restore the soil

Top View

nn
Ba

Cultivation and agricultural practices have
reduced dung beetle populations in many
parts of the Great Plains. When bison are
raised in native and reclaimed prairie, the
dung beetle returns, and together beetles
and bison support a healthy ecosystem.

Bison Exhibit: Unit 21 - Conservation/Public Herds

Prairie grass, bison manure, dung beetle, vaccine
bottle and syringe.

Healthy Bison, Healthy Environment

A target-specific autogenous vaccine to combat
Mycoplasma bovis disease was developed for Turner
Enterprises as a collaboration by Dr. Dave Hunter of
Turner Enterprises, Dr. Randy Shirbroun and staff of
Newport Labs in Worthington, Minnesota. The
vaccine is available to producers through veterinarians,
subject to USDA regulations.

cr 2/24/2017

What do you call bison poop
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Chip...Droppings...Dung...Excrement...Feces...Flop or Plop...Manure...Meadow muffin...Pad, Pat or Patty...Scat

Scale :1” = 1’

C
A target-specific autogenous vaccine to combat
Mycoplasma bovis disease was developed for Turner
Enterprises as a collaboration by Dr. Dave Hunter of
Turner Enterprises, Dr. Randy Shirbroun and staff of
Newport Labs in Worthington, Minnesota. The
vaccine is available to producers through veterinarians,
subject to USDA regulations.

Chief Seattle

Healthy Bison, Healthy Environment

Prairie grass, bison manure, dung beetle, vaccine
bottle and syringe.

Bison, Beetles, and a Healthy Prairie

We abuse land because we
regard it as a commodity
belonging to us. When we see
land as a community to which
we belong, we may begin to
use it with love and respect.

21

Dung beetles are a sign that
bison are helping restore the soil
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What do you call bison poop
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Bison graze on prairie grasses that pass through
their digestive system. After nutrients have been
absorbed, the waste roughage is excreted as
manure. Within hours, adult dung beetles work
their way in and out of the manure, feeding on
nutrients, and burying parts as an incubator and
food source for their young. By breaking up and
burying the manure, dung beetles help aerate
and enrich the soil. Healthy soil supports the
growth of prairie grasses, the food source for
bison herds.

Aldo Leopold

B
...for the 21st Century

North American Bison Registry

American Bison Society...

D
By 1935, thirty years after its formation,
the American Bison Society considered
that they had successfully prevented the
extinction of the American bison. The
organization disbanded.

In 2006, the Wildlife Conservation
Society reestablished the American
Bison Society to continue the
passion of notable pioneers
dedicated to bison preservation.
Today the American Bison Society Bison
brings together enthusiasts, managers,
producers, advocates, philanthropists, and
artists to share experiences and strategies
to guide future progress toward the
ecological restoration of wood and plains
bison across North America.

Counting Bison
Since 1980 the North American Bison
Registry (NABR) has recorded genetic
information about bison. Tracking
bison DNA extracted from blood, hair
or bone contributes to bison science
and therefore is crucial to managing
a healthy herd and preserving the
species.

Existing banner

Certificate of Registration

CWBC 107

Breeder:

Wolverine Bison Company
Mark & Cec Silzer & Stumborg
Address: Box 2773
Humboldt, SK S0K2A0

Tag Number: 124000300520396
Nickname: 107 W
Ranch Name: Wolverine Bison Co.
DOB: 5/18/2011
Gender: M
Birth Code: 1-Single
Color: 3-Other
Breed: 1-100% Plains

Owner:

Wolverine Bison Company
Mark & Cec Silzer & Stumborg
Address: Box 2773
Humboldt, SK S0K2A0

Bison in private, public and tribal herds can
be registered with the NABR, which is
managed by the National Bison
Association. The NABR also oversees the
Conservation Herd Registry through
which producers record the growth of
herds being raised in a sustainable manner.

Sire: CWBC 339
Tag: 124000300072730

Sire: DFBR 865
Tag: 124000300005841

Sire: DFBR Blue37
Tag: 12400030011

Dam: EgBR Classic
Tag: 1240003001

Dam: CWBC 514
Tag: 124000300148458

Dam: EgBR 50
Tag: 124000300387463

Sire: CBBR Oliver
Tag: 5454

Dam: EgBR Classic
Tag: 1240003001

National Bison Assiociation Executive Director

Sire: DFBR 929 W
Tag: 124000300005836

Sire: DFBR Blue 2
Tag: 12400030031

Dam: Durham Cow
Tag: dur 2

Dam: CWBC 110
Tag: 124000300024284

Sire: EgBR General
Tag: 124000300006501

Dam: CWBC 142
Tag: BP39356

Date of Issue

This bison qualifies for certification under the rules and regulations of
the North American Bison Registry.

NABR Certificate of Registration
Facsimile, 2016.
Courtesy Wolverine Bison Company

A Shared Resource

A Shared Future
A

Shared
Resource

Conservation,
Collaboration,
& Controversy

This is a story about the
interactions of human beings
with natural resources, about
an ancient awareness of the
need for sustainability now
taking hold at the global level.

For over a hundred years,
people passionate about the
bison have been working to
preserve and nurture this
majestic animal.
Commercial producers, public agencies, tribal
communities, conservationists, scientists and
you, the public, all play a part in maintaining
bison as a species critical to our North American
grassland ecosystem and to the cultures of the
region’s original peoples.

Bison were a shared resource. For a long time,
governments in Canada and the United States
allowed everyone to actively harvest that finite
resource until it was almost gone. The bison’s
tragic demise and near extinction brought a
sobering realization that Nature has its limits.

Unit
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From this commitment to bison preservation
come different approaches to restoration and
difficult questions:
• Are more bison better?
• Why are some bison called “wild” when all
bison have human-made limits to their range?
• What role does the genetic diversity of a herd
play in preserving the species?
• What is the acceptable role of technology in
preserving the species?
• Should land resources be allocated to bison
growth and how should herds be managed?

Side D

Despite a significant range of responses, all
share a deep commitment to preserving the
bison. Progress in our lifetime will require:
• Broad public awareness of the value of
the bison.
• Significant investment by both public
and private sectors.
• Creative, flexible approaches that generate
enduring partnerships.

Bison standing at the Yellowstone Gate, December 2008.
Courtesy Elizabeth Watry, Gardiner, Montana

The historic bison herd in Yellowstone National Park is the largest
free ranging herd in America today.

?

...for the 21st Century
By 1935, thirty years after its formation,
the American Bison Society considered
that they had successfully prevented the
extinction of the American bison. The
organization disbanded.

In 2006, the Wildlife Conservation
Society reestablished the American
Bison Society to continue the
passion of notable pioneers
dedicated to bison preservation.
Today the American Bison Society Bison
brings together enthusiasts, managers,
producers, advocates, philanthropists, and
artists to share experiences and strategies
to guide future progress toward the
ecological restoration of wood and plains
bison across North America.

North American Bison Registry

A few shortgrass prairie grasses

American Bison Society...
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Chip...Droppings...Dung...Excrement...Feces...Flop or Plop...Manure...Meadow muffin...Pad, Pat or Patty...Scat
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Cultivation and agricultural practices have
reduced dung beetle populations in many
parts of the Great Plains. When bison are
raised in native and reclaimed prairie, the
dung beetle returns, and together beetles
and bison support a healthy ecosystem.

Base Panels B and C

Counting Bison

Dung beetle and ball

Bison Chip

Since 1980 the North American Bison
Registry (NABR) has recorded genetic
information about bison. Tracking
bison DNA extracted from blood, hair
or bone contributes to bison science
and therefore is crucial to managing
a healthy herd and preserving the
species.
Bison in private, public and tribal herds can
be registered with the NABR, which is
managed by the National Bison
Association. The NABR also oversees the
Conservation Herd Registry through
which producers record the growth of
herds being raised in a sustainable manner.

Certificate of Registration

CWBC 107

Breeder:

Wolverine Bison Company
Mark & Cec Silzer & Stumborg
Address: Box 2773
Humboldt, SK S0K2A0

Tag Number: 124000300520396
Nickname: 107 W
Ranch Name: Wolverine Bison Co.
DOB: 5/18/2011
Gender: M
Birth Code: 1-Single
Color: 3-Other
Breed: 1-100% Plains

Owner:

Wolverine Bison Company
Mark & Cec Silzer & Stumborg
Address: Box 2773
Humboldt, SK S0K2A0

Sire: CWBC 339
Tag: 124000300072730

Sire: DFBR 865
Tag: 124000300005841

Sire: DFBR Blue37
Tag: 12400030011

Dam: EgBR Classic
Tag: 1240003001

Dam: CWBC 514
Tag: 124000300148458

Dam: EgBR 50
Tag: 124000300387463

Sire: CBBR Oliver
Tag: 5454

Dam: EgBR Classic
Tag: 1240003001

National Bison Assiociation Executive Director

Sire: DFBR 929 W
Tag: 124000300005836

Sire: DFBR Blue 2
Tag: 12400030031

Dam: Durham Cow
Tag: dur 2

Date of Issue

This bison qualifies for certification under the rules and regulations of
the North American Bison Registry.

Dam: CWBC 110
Tag: 124000300024284

Sire: EgBR General
Tag: 124000300006501

Dam: CWBC 142
Tag: BP39356

Bovinae Family Tree graphic on table with toy animals

NABR Certificate of Registration
Facsimile, 2016.
Courtesy Wolverine Bison Company

Bison near Soda Butte Creek, Yellowstone National Park, 2005.
Collection National Park Service. Photo: Jim Peaco
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What can we learn from the bison’s near extinction

toy animal
to scale
from Safari LTD

toy animal
to scale
from Safari LTD

toy animal
to scale
from Safari LTD
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Only when the last tree
has withered,
the last fish has been caught,
and the last river has
been poisoned,
will you realize
you cannot eat money.
Cree Proverb

A

?

How can we carry the lessons of the bison’s story into our lives

toy animal
to scale
from Safari LTD

D

C

Bison Exhibit: Unit 22 - NBF
cr 5/12/2022

Scale :1” = 1’
See where the Bison exhibit has been...
and where it is headed
This exhibit originally toured as The Bison: American Icon through the National
Endowment for the Humanities’ NEH on the Road program. The National Buffalo
Foundation acquired the exhibit at the end of this tour in 2015, and in collaboration with
Kauffman Museum the exhibit was refurbished and updated and is now again traveling
across the US and Canada telling the story of the bison.
If you know of a museum, library or other venue that would be interested in this exhibit
let them know!

Center of Excellence

B
Taking thermal images of bison in a herd,
Summer 2017. Photo: Jeff M. Martin

Imaging thermal heat exchange of bison in the field
to study the effect of environmental change on
metabolism and
growth rates.
Placing tracking collar on bison,
Fall 2020. Photo: Jeff M. Martin

Tracking collars allow researchers to study the movement
behavior and grazing patterns of bison.

Visit the COE website to learn more
about ongoing bison research
sdstate.edu/center-excellence-bison-studies

Thermal image of bison bull in western Montana,
2017. Photo: Jeff M. Martin

Light warm colors indicate hotter temperatures and
dark cool colors indicate colder temperatures.

A

NBF

The National Buffalo Foundation
was established in 1995 by
people passionate about
preserving the heritage and
fostering the future of the
American bison.
This non-profit organization is dedicated to
providing funds for:

Center of Excellence

Mission:
To be the trusted source
for bison research
and education funding,
providing leadership and
strengthening partnerships
to proactively enhance
and sustain
the bison industry.

Side B

• 2015 National Symposium on the Bison, Saskatchewan, Canada
• PBS “Good Meat" Documentary
• International Bison Conference (every five years)

Research
• University of Utah Bison Lipid Study
• Bison Genome Sequencing Sponsor
• University of Saskatchewan Bison Fertility Research
• North Dakota State University Bison Meat Nutritional
Analysis Study
• NDSU Bison Blood Parameters Study
• One-Time Through TB Testing Research

Outreach

(cr’s suggested umbrella for the rest)

• Gold Trophy Junior Judging Contest Scholarship, National Bison
Association
• Interpretive Signs, Custer State Park, South Dakota
• Vore Buffalo Jump, near Sundance, Wyoming
• Buffalo Hall of Fame, National Buffalo Museum, Jamestown, North
Dakota
• Bison Traveling Exhibit

Your gift to the National Buffalo Foundation
creates opportunities for preserving the legacy of
the American bison.

learn
more

n at i on a l b uffa l o fo u nd a ti o n .o rg

NationalBuffaloFoundation.org

The Center of Excellence for Bison
Studies (COE) was formally launched in
September 2020 as a partnership between
South Dakota State University, the
National Bison Association and the
National Buffalo Foundation.
• The COE is coordinated by SDSU and
headquartered in Rapid City, SD.
• Participants in the COE include research and
extension personnel, producers, industry leaders,
NGOs, and Tribal universities and entities.
• The COE directs research activities to improve
bison herd health and the economic viability of
private and Tribal bison producers.
• The COE delivers an annual competitive grants
program that stimulates research and outreach
activities covering a wide range of issues facing
bison producers and the bison industry across
North America.
• The COE also hosts a Mycoplasma Task Force to
better understand and address issues associated
with this disease that can devastate bison herds.
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Education

Turning the Vision
Into Conviction. . .

Taking thermal images of bison in a herd,
Summer 2017. Photo: Jeff M. Martin

Imaging thermal heat exchange of bison in the field
to study the effect of environmental change on
metabolism and
growth rates.
Placing tracking collar on bison,
Fall 2020. Photo: Jeff M. Martin

Tracking collars allow researchers to study the movement
behavior and grazing patterns of bison.

sdstate.edu/center-excellence-bison-studies
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Taking Care
of the Herd

National Buffalo Foundation

Visit the COE website to learn more
about ongoing bison research

Unit

Use spare table for additional material

The

Preserve their History. Foster their Future.

Ideas for “down the road”:
• Touchscreen monitor :
- Interviews with researchers and
ranchers, etc...
- BNF Hall of Fame
• Display case featuring items used in
research- tracking collar, etc....

D
Map of exhibit venues with link to website
schedule and booking info

The Center of Excellence for Bison
Studies (COE) was formally launched in
September 2020 as a partnership between
South Dakota State University, the
National Bison Association and the
National Buffalo Foundation.
• The COE is coordinated by SDSU and
headquartered in Rapid City, SD.
• Participants in the COE include research and
extension personnel, producers, industry leaders,
NGOs, and Tribal universities and entities.
• The COE directs research activities to improve
bison herd health and the economic viability of
private and Tribal bison producers.
• The COE delivers an annual competitive grants
program that stimulates research and outreach
activities covering a wide range of issues facing
bison producers and the bison industry across
North America.
• The COE also hosts a Mycoplasma Task Force to
better understand and address issues associated
with this disease that can devastate bison herds.

BisonExhibit.org/schedule/
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Thermal image of bison bull

in western Montana,

2017. Photo: Jeff M. Martin

Light warm colors indicate hotter temperatures and
dark cool colors indicate colder temperatures.
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Bison Exhibit: Unit 23 - Products/Sales Kiosk
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Top View

cr 2/24/2017
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This unit could be displayed in museum store or in exhibit
- number of for-sale items reduced when placed in exhibt

B
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Objects of
everyday life

today

Like Plains Indian cultures before,
people find a use for almost every
part of the bison. . .

A

. . . Native American peoples for traditional cultural
practices. . . craftsmen and hobbyists to create
authentic reproductions of historic tools. . .
businesses to manufacture unique, contemporary
objects for sale

• Tanned hides with hair

floor rugs, sofa throws, pillows, headwear, shearling vests,
gaiters, gloves

• Tanned hides without hair

jackets and vests, belts and suspenders, gloves and mittens,
footwear, tobacco pouches, checkbook covers, wallets, purses
and travel bags, leather furniture

• Untanned dried hides
rawhide, chew toys for pets

• Hair

gloves, hats, scarves, socks, knitting and weaving yarn, rugs,
saddle blankets, felting crafts

• Sinew or tendon
crafts, bowstrings

$$$

Henderson, Colorado. Begun in 1986 as a small meat
distributor devoted solely to bison, focusing on high
quality bison meat as the Great Range Bison brand.

• Buffalo Gold Premium Fibers

Reno, Nevada. Ranching bison on the Durham Bison Ranch
in Wyoming since 1965, for their company’s line of natural
and sustainable specialty meats.
Rapid City, South Dakota. Family owned meat processing
business focused on processing and marketing buffalo
raised within a 500 miles radius of their plant.

trask.com. Quality bison leather boots, shoes, sneakers and
belts from a premium leather goods company.

• Gisela Boderke

• Teeth

• Diamond Tail Ranch

• Hooves

• Ted’s Montana Grill

boiled to make a strong glue, or dried and strung together as
rattles

Table:
-used for merchandise
- if not in store, or not enough to sell use
for other promo/educational materials
- put away if not enough space
- possibility of adding a second table to
display more

Denver, Colorado. Buffalo horn and leather are favorite
materials for artist creating one-of-a-kind jewelry.

• Prairie Edge Trading Co. & Galleries

jewelry

Canadian Bison Association
Bison Producers of Alberta Association
British Columbia Bison Association
Manitoba Bison Association
Ontario Bison Association
Quebec Bison Union
Saskatchewan Bison Association

Goodnight, Texas. A family owned ranch that turns bison
hair into yarns and knitted, woven or felted bison fiber
products.

• Trask

• Gall bladder and gallstones
aphrodisiac for Asian market

Dakota Territory Buffalo Association
Eastern Bison Association
Illinois Indiana Bison Association
Iowa Bison Association
Kansas Buffalo Association
Michigan Bison Association
Minnesota Buffalo Association
Missouri Bison Association
Montana Bison Association
North Dakota Buffalo Association
Northwest Bison Association
Oklahoma Bison Association
Rocky Mountain Buffalo Association
Texas Bison Association
Western Buffalo Association
Wisconsin Bison Producers Association

• Rocky Mountain Natural Meats LLC,

• Horns

traditional hide tanning

Check out these state and regional
organizations for bison businesses close to you:

Meet a Sample of Bison-Centered Businesses

• Western Buffalo Company

• Brains

This on-line database of National Bison
Association members lists high-quality
bison products that range from bison meat,
to buffalo tours and hunts, to buffalo
artisan goods.
www.bisoncentral.com/bison-buyers-guide

Entrepreneurs have utilized the
useful and diverse properties of
bison to develop products for
hard and soft goods markets.

• Sierra Meat and Seafood

carved or turned crafts such as jewelry, knife handles, dice, pen
barrels and flutes

The Bison Buyer's Guide
is your one stop shop for
locating all things bison.

The growth of commercial herds has made a
significant impact on the restoration of the
bison species, with the ever-growing meat
market as the driving force.

• Skull

home and office decor

Find Your Home
on the Range

Bison Means
Business

• Bones

bone marrow, carved crafts

Rapid City, South Dakota. Art and home decor from hides
to skulls created by Native American and non-native artists
and craftsmen.
Northern Colorado. Vertically integrated operation that
raises bison and markets 100% bison manure composted
into “Buffaloam,” an organic soil amendment for gardens
and potting soil.
Atlanta, Georgia. Restaurant chain specializing in bison,
founded by media mogul and bison rancher Ted Turner
along with restaurateur George McKerrow.

• Dung

fertilizer, additive to paper pulp for papercrafts, chip for
throwing competitions

Second table optional
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Only when the last tree
has withered,
the last fish has been caught,
and the last river has
been poisoned,
will you realize
you cannot eat money.
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Cree Proverb
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